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In our times, the common good is increasingly threatened by transnational or-
ganized crime, the improper use of the markets and of the economy, as well as by
terrorism.

It is therefore necessary for the international community to adopt adequate
legal instruments to prevent and counter criminal activities, by promoting interna-
tional judicial cooperation on criminal matters.

In ratifying numerous international conventions in these areas, and acting also
on behalf of Vatican City State, the Holy See has constantly maintained that such
agreements are effective means to prevent criminal activities that threaten human
dignity, the common good and peace.

Apostolic Letter Issued Motu Proprio of the Supreme Pontiff Francis on the Jurisdic-
tion of Judicial Authorities of Vatican City State in Criminal Matters, 11 July 2013.
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PREFACE

the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and the

Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences, to-
gether with the FIAMC (the World Federation of
Catholic Medical Associations), are organising
a preparatory workshop on 2-3 November 2013
in the Casina Pio IV. This will examine human
trafficking and modern slavery in order to es-
tablish the real state of this phenomenon and
an agenda to combat this heinous crime. For
example, the natural sciences today can pro-
vide new tools that can be used against this
new form of slavery, such as a digital registry
to compare the DNA of unidentified missing
children (including cases of illegal adoption)
with that of their family members who have re-
ported their disappearance.!

No one can deny that ‘the trade in human
persons constitutes a shocking offence against
human dignity and a grave violation of funda-
mental human rights’ and is an accelerator of
criminal profits in this new century. The Second
Vatican Council itself observed that ‘slavery,
prostitution, the selling of women and children,
and disgraceful working conditions where peo-
ple are treated as instruments of gain rather
than free and responsible persons’ are ‘in-
famies’ which ‘poison human society, debase
their perpetrators’ and constitute ‘a supreme
dishonour to the Creator’.? In one of the few
documents of the Magisterium of the Popes on
this issue, quoted above, the Blessed John Paul
IT added that ‘such situations are an affront to
fundamental values which are shared by all
cultures and peoples, values rooted in the very
nature of the human person’. The horrible in-

Following a wish expressed by Pope Francis,

crease in this crime, the Pope continued, is a
new challenge for the social sciences and natu-
ral sciences in the context of contemporary
globalisation: ‘the alarming increase in the
trade in human beings is one of the pressing
political, social and economic problems associ-
ated with the process of globalisation; it presents
a serious threat to the security of individual na-
tions and a question of international justice
which cannot be deferred’.®

According to the recent UNODC 2012 Report
on Trafficking,* the UN started being aware of this
increasing crime only in the year 2000, together
with the emerging effects of globalisation, and
subsequently drafted a Protocol to Prevent, Sup-
press and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children, supplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organ-
ized Crime, which has been signed by 117
parties.> According to the 2012 Report, the Inter-
national Labour Organisation estimated that
between 2002 and 2010 ‘20.9 million people
were victims of forced labour globally. This esti-
mate also includes victims of human trafficking
for labour and sexual exploitation’ (p. 1). Each
year, it is estimated that about 2 million people
are victims of sexual trafficking, 60% of whom
are girls. Human organ trafficking reaches al-
most 1% of that figure, thus affecting around
20,000 people who are forced or deceived into
giving up an organ (liver, kidney, pancreas,
corneaq, lung, even the heart), not without the
complicity of doctors, nurses and other medical
staff, who have pledged to follow Hippocrates’
oath Primum non nocere instead. But these chill-
ing figures ‘represent only the tip of the iceberg,

! Prof. José A. Lorente (University of Granada), DNA-PROKIDS program, www.dna-prokids.org
2 Gaudium et Spes, 27, http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_

19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html

3 Letter of John Paul II to Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran on the Occasion of the International Conference “Twenty-First
Century Slavery — The Human Rights Dimension to Trafficking In Human Beings”, www.vatican.va/holy_father/
john_paul_ii/letters/2002/documents/hf jp-ii_let 20020515_tauran_en.html

* www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf

5 http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY &mtdsg_no=XVIII-12-a&chapter=18&lang=en
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as criminals generally go to great lengths to pre-
vent the detection of their activities’ (p. 16).
Some observers speculate that, within ten years,
human trafficking will surpass drugs and
weapons trafficking to become the most prof-
itable criminal activity in the world. Recent
trends, however, indicate that human trafficking
is already in the first place, so that far from
being a declining social crime, it is becoming
ever more threatening.b International sex traf-
ficking is not limited to poor and undeveloped
areas of the world - it is a problem in virtually
every region of the globe. Countries with large
(often legal) sex industries create the demand for
trafficked women and girls, while countries
where traffickers can easily recruit provide the
supply. Generally, economically depressed coun-
tries provide the easiest recruitment for traffick-
ers. The regions that produce the most sex
trafficking victims are the former Soviet re-
publics, Asia, and Latin America.

Because of the enormous sums of money in-
volved and the human scandal and moral
degradation of this traffic, which lead to pes-
simism and resignation,” many international
institutions often turn their backs on this
tragedy. This is why it is so important for the
PAS and the PASS, together with the Federation
of Catholic Medical Associations, to follow the
Pope’s wish directly and sine glossa. Today,
against these new forms of slavery we need to
adopt the venerable attitude of the Catalan Je-
suit St. Peter Claver who saw African slaves in
Latin America as fellow Christians and, when
he made his solemn profession in 1622, signed
in Latin: Petrus Claver, aethiopum semper servus
(Peter Claver, always servant of the Africans).

In short, this great saint embodied the Chris-
tian revolution, unknown to the Greeks and the
Romans and to all previous civilisations, which
began explicitly with the famous letter to Phile-
mon of St. Paul who urged him to consider
Onesimus ‘no longer as a slave, but as more
than a slave, as a dear brother’. In other words,
we must declare in our time with the Second
Vatican Council: ‘everyone must consider his
neighbour without exception as another self,
taking into account first of all his life and the
means necessary to living it with dignity, so as
not to imitate the rich man who had no con-
cern for the poor man Lazarus’. In definitive
terms, we must make our own the very words
of the Lord: ‘whatever you did for one of these
least brothers of mine, you did for me’ (Mt.
25:40).

We must thus be grateful to Pope Francis for
identifying one of the most important social
tragedies of our times and having enough con-
fidence in our Catholic institutions to instruct us
to organise this workshop. As he said during the
canonisation of the Mexican saint, Guadalupe
Garcia Zavala, ‘this is called “touching the flesh
of Christ”. The poor, the abandoned, the sick
and the marginalised are the flesh of Christ. And
Mother Lupita touched the flesh of Christ and
taught us this behaviour: not to feel ashamed,
not to fear, not to find “touching Christ’s flesh”
repugnant. Mother Lupita had realized what
“touching Christ’s flesh” actually means’.® Pope
Francis’ words are a clear reaction, following of
Jesus Christ’s message, to this new form of con-
temporary slavery which constitutes an abhor-
rent violation of the dignity and rights of human
beings.

< MARCELO SANCHEZ SORONDO

¢Maria de los Angeles Placio de Arato, Trata de personas y prostitucién en la provincia de Cérdoba, Cérdoba (Rep.

Argentina) 2013, p. 17.

7 The Whistleblower, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Whistleblower is an important documentary film about

this issue.

8 Homily of Pope Francis, Saint Peter’s Square, Seventh Sunday of Easter, 12 May 2013, www.vatican.va/holy_fa-
ther/francesco/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130512_omelia-canonizzazioni_en.html
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cisco, las Pontificias Academias de las

Ciencias y de las Ciencias Sociales junto
a la FIAMC (Federacién Internacional de las
Asociaciones de Médicos Catolicos), estdn orga-
nizando un seminario preparatorio que se ce-
lebrara los dias 2 y 3 de noviembre de 2013 en
la Casina Pio IV y que abordara la trata de per-
sonas y la esclavitud moderna a los efectos de
establecer el real estado de la situaciéon y una
agenda para combatir dicho crimen atroz. Por
ejemplo, hoy la ciencia puede proveer contra
esta nueva forma de esclavitud instrumentos
antes desconocidos, tales como un registro in-
formatico del ADN para cotejar tanto los datos
genéticos de los ninnos desaparecidos (incluso
por adopciones ilegales) como los de los fami-
liares que los reclaman.!

A nadie se le ocurre negar hoy que «la trata
de personas constituye un crimen escandaloso
contra la dignidad humana y una violacién
grave de los derechos humanos fundamenta-
les», ademas de ser un evidente acelerador de
lucro criminal en nuestra centuria. Ya el Conci-
lio Vaticano II establecia perentoriamente que
«la esclavitud, la prostitucién, la trata de blan-
cas y de jévenes, asi como las condiciones labo-
rales degradantes, que reducen al trabajador al
rango de mero instrumento de lucro, sin respeto
a la libertad y a la responsabilidad de la per-
sona humana» son «infamantes» y «degradan
la civilizacién humana, deshonran mas a sus
autores que a sus victimas y son totalmente con-
trarias al honor debido al Creador».? En uno de
los pocos documentos del Magisterio Papal
sobre este crimen, citado supra, el Beato Juan
Pablo II afiade: «tales situaciones son una

Respondiendo a un deseo del Papa Fran-

afrenta a los fundamentales valores comunes a
todas las culturas y pueblos, valores radicados
en la naturaleza intima de la persona hu-
mana». El horripilante incremento de este cri-
men —concluye el beato Papa— es un nuevo
desafio para las ciencias sociales y naturales en
el contexto de la hodierna globalizacién: «el
alarmante crecimiento en la trata de seres hu-
manos es uno de los problemas politicos, socia-
les y econémicos mds apremiantes asociados
con el proceso de globalizacion; tal representa
una amenaza seria a la seguridad de las nacio-
nes individuales y una cuestion de justicia in-
ternacional que no puede ser diferida».

Segun el reciente informe UNODC 2012 Report
on Trafficking®, las Naciones Unidas empezaron a
tomar seria conciencia de tal creciente crimen so-
lamente a partir del afio 2000, junto con los efec-
tos negativos consecuentes a la globalizacién.
Asi, mas recientemente establecieron un Proto-
colo, firmado ya por 117 Estados partes, para pre-
venir, reprimir y sancionar la trata de personas,
especialmente mujeres y nifios, que comple-
menta la Convencién de las Naciones Unidas
contra la Delincuencia Organizada Transnacio-
nal.’ Segun el citado informe de 2012, entre 2002
y 2010 la Organizacion Internacional del Trabajo
estima que «globalmente, 20,9 millones de per-
sonas fueron victimas de trabajo forzado. Esta es-
tadistica incluye también las victimas de la trata
de personas para la explotacién laboral y sexual»
(pdg. 1). Cada afio se estima que alrededor de 2
millones de personas son victimas del trafico se-
xual, de las cuales el sesenta por ciento son nifias.
El trafico de érganos de seres humanos es casi el
1% de esta cifra. Luego afecta a unas 20.000 per-
sonas a las que con diferentes formas de engafo

! Prof. José A. Lorente (Universidad de Granada), programa DNA-PROKIDS, www.dna-prokids.org
2 Gaudium et Spes, 27, http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_

19651207_gaudium-et-spes_sp.html

8 Letter of John Paul II to Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran on the Occasion of the International Conference “Twenty-First
Century Slavery — The Human Rights Dimension to Trafficking In Human Beings”, www.vatican.va/holy_father/
john_paul_ii/letters/2002/documents/hf _jp-ii_let 20020515_tauran_en.html

4 http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf

5 http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY &mtdsg_no=XVIII-12-a&chapter=18&lang=en
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se les extraen, en forma ilegal, érganos como el
higado, el rifidn, el pancreas, la cornea, el pul-
mon, inclusive el corazén, no sin la complicidad
de médicos, enfermeros y demds personal, com-
prometidos con juramento en vez a seguir el prin-
cipio de Hipdcrates: Primum non nocere. Estas
escalofriantes estadisticas «representan sola-
mente la punta del iceberg, ya que los criminales
generalmente hacen de todo para ocultar la de-
teccion de sus actividades» (p. 16). Algunos ob-
servadores sostienen que, en pocos afios, la trata
de personas superara el trafico de drogas y de
armas, y se convertira asi en la actividad criminal
mas lucrativa del mundo. Mas aun, las recientes
tendencias situan la trata alcanzando ya el pri-
mer lugar, por lo que lejos de ser un crimen social
en retirada, tiene una presencia cada vez mas
amenazante.® Tal trata sexual internacional no
se limita a las zonas pobres y subdesarrolladas,
sino que se extiende virtualmente a todas las re-
giones del globo. Mientras que los paises con una
vasta (y a menudo legal) industria sexual engen-
dran la demanda de la trata de mujeres, jovenes
y nifas, los paises econdmicamente deprimidos
proporcionan mayormente el suministro. Es en
estos ultimos donde los traficantes pueden reclu-
tar con mayor facilidad. Las regiones de origen
de la mayoria de las victimas de la explotacién
sexual son las antiguas republicas soviéticas,
Asia y América Latina.

A causa de los enormes intereses implicados
y del escandalo humano y degradacién moral
de tal trata, que llevan al pesimismo y a la re-
signacién,’ las mas veces las instituciones inter-
nacionales le dan la espalda. Muy por el
contrario, las Academias Pontificias de las Cien-
cias y de las Ciencias Sociales, junto con la Fe-
deracién de Asociaciones de Médicos Catdlicos,
quieren hacer frente a este delito siguiendo di-
rectamente y sine glossa el deseo del Papa Fran-
cisco. Hoy, contra estas atroces formas de
esclavitud queremos recuperar la venerable ac-
titud del Jesuita Catalan San Pedro Claver, quien
consideraba a los esclavos africanos en Latino-

ameérica como sus hermanos y amigos cristianos
mas intimos. Tanto fue asi que, cuando hizo su
profesion solemne en 1622, firmoé en Latin: Pe-
trus Claver, aethiopum Semper servus (Pedro Cla-
ver, siervo de los etidpicos para siempre). En
sintesis, este gran Santo encarna la gran revolu-
cién del mensaje de Cristo, no conocida ni por
los griegos ni por los romanos ni por ninguna
otra civilizacién precedente, que comienza ex-
plicitamente con la epistola célebre a Filemén de
San Pablo, donde le aconseja considerar a Oné-
simo «no ya como esclavo, sino como mds que
esclavo, como querido hermano». En otras pa-
labras, debemos aseverar en nuestros dias con el
Concilio Vaticano II que «cada uno, sin excep-
cién de nadie, debe considerar al préjimo como
otro yo, cuidando en primer lugar de su vida y
de los medios necesarios para vivirla digna-
mente, no sea que imitemos a aquel rico que se
despreocupd por completo del pobre Lazaro».
Debemos en definitiva hacernos cargo de las
mismisimas exigentes palabras del Sefior: «en la
medida que lo hicieron con el mas pequerio de mis
hermanos, lo hicieron conmigo» (Mt 25,40).
Somos deudores al Papa Francisco que ha sa-
bido identificar uno de los mas dramaticos des-
afios sociales de nuestra época y nos lo ha
confiado, demostrando el aprecio que tiene por
las instituciones catélicas que organizan el se-
minario. Como €l ha dicho durante la reciente
canonizaciéon de la Santa mexicana Guadalupe
Garcia Zavala «esto se llama ‘tocar la carne de
Cristo’. Los pobres, los abandonados, los enfer-
mos, los marginados son la carne de Cristo. Y
Madre Lupita tocaba la carne de Cristo y nos
enseflaba esta conducta: no avergonzarnos, no
tener miedo, no tener repugnancia a tocar la
carne de Cristo. Madre Lupita habia entendido
qué significa eso de ‘tocar la carne de Cristo’».8
Estas palabras del Papa Francisco son la clara
reaccion desde el mensaje de Cristo a esta
nueva forma de esclavitud contempordnea,
que constituye una violacién aberrante de la
dignidad y de los derechos de las personas.

-+ MARCELO SANCHEZ SORONDO

¢Maria de los Angeles Placio de Arato, Trata de personas y prostitucién en la provincia de Cérdoba, Cérdoba (Rep.

Argentina) 2013, p. 17.

7 Es importante también el film documental The Whistleblower (también conocida como La verdad oculta o Secretos
peligrosos), http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Whistleblower

8 Homilia del Santo Padre Francisco, Plaza de San Pedro, VII Domingo de Pascua 12 de mayo de 2013,
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130512_omelia-cano-

nizzazioni_ sp.html
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Council, he was secretary of the liaison committee of the
European Episcopal Conferences, and in 1971 he became
the first president of the new European Council of Episcopal
Conferences. He was re-elected to the office in 1975. His
term of office expired at the end of the work of the Fourth
Symposium which took place in Rome from 17-21 June
1979. He was also one of the main architects of the European
ecumenical meeting at Chantilly. He also took part in the
work of the Synod of Bishops and was also, in 1974, a

member of the council of the Synod secretariat. His theological
and socio-religious interventions recall the commitment of
a living Church. Well prepared on a theological level and
thoroughly familiar with the problems of France and of the
French Church, he has given lectures on his researches and
reflections at important meetings and cultural center. He
also has written about the most burning ecclesial and social
problems, defense of human rights as a necessity of conscience
and recalls the serious problem of unemployment. On 8
April 1984 he was called to Rome and was nominated Pres-
ident of the Pontifical Council of Justice and Peace (he stayed
until 24 June 1998) and President of the Pontifical Council
Cor Unum (he stayed until 2 December 1995). Throughout
the years, Cardinal Etchegaray has always carried out an
untiring service in favor of peace, human rights and needs
of the poor, bringing the message and love of the Pope to
many nations. On 15 November 1994, he was named Pres-
ident of the Central Committee of the Holy Year 2000. On
30 April 2005, the Holy Father Benedict XVI approved the
election by the Cardinals of the Order of Bishops, of Cardinal
Etchegaray as Vice Dean of the College of Cardinals. Created
and proclaimed Cardinal by John Paul II in the consistory
of 30 June 1979, of the Title of the Surburbicarian Church
of Porto-Santa Rufina (24 June 1998).

Anne T. Gallagher AO (BA, LLB, M.Int.L, PhD) is a lawyer,
practitioner, teacher and scholar with an established rep-
utation in international affairs, most particularly human
rights and the administration of criminal justice. She is a
former United Nations Official (1992-2003) and was Special
Adviser to Mary Robinson, the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights and former President of Ireland, from 1998
to 2002. During this time Dr Gallagher represented the
High Commissioner at negotiations for the United Nations
Convention on Transnational Crime and its protocols on
human trafficking and migrant smuggling. She led the de-
velopment of the highly influential United Nations Principles
and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human Trafficking and
was founding Chair of the UN Inter-Agency Group on Hu-
man Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling. Since resigning
from the UN in 2003, Dr Gallagher has led the Asia Regional
Trafficking in Persons Project, a high profile intergovern-
mental initiative funded by the Australian Government
that aims to strengthen legislative and criminal justice re-
sponses to human trafficking and related exploitation in
all ten ASEAN Member States. This project, which is the
world’s largest and most ambitious criminal justice initiative
against trafficking, has been widely acclaimed for its impact
on laws, policies and practices within and outside the
ASEAN region. Dr Gallagher has combined her career as a
UN official and high-level development professional with
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a vocation as a teacher and independent, self-funded
scholar. She is considered an international expert on human
rights and criminal justice and, according to the US Gov-
ernment, is “the leading global authority on the interna-
tional law on human trafficking”. Her publications in this
field include numerous articles in major journals and the
sole legal reference text on this subject, the award-winning
The International Law of Human Trafficking, published by
Cambridge University Press in 2010. During the period
2011-2013 she was an invited guest lecturer at Cambridge
University; Oxford University; the University of Glasgow;
Harvard University; American University; George Wash-
ington University; Johns Hopkins University; and Stanford
University. In 2011 Dr Gallagher was awarded the inaugural
Australian Freedom Award for her international work
against contemporary forms of slavery. In June 2012 she
was appointed Officer of the Order of Australia (AO), that
country’s second-highest civic honor. This appointment
was made for her: “distinguished service to the law and
human rights, as a practitioner, teacher and scholar, par-
ticularly in areas of human trafficking responses and crim-
inal justice”. Also in June 2012, Dr Gallagher was named
a “2012 TIP Report Hero” by US Secretary of State Hilary
Clinton for her ambitious work in the global fight against
modern slavery. In 2013 Dr Gallagher received the inaugural
Australian National University Alumni of the Year award.

Melissa Holman is a 2009 honors graduate of the University
of Texas School of Law. While there, she extensively re-
searched the topic of international sex trafficking, and even-
tually published a paper critiquing the United States' Victims
of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000. She also
served as an editor for the Texas International Law Journal.
After completing her law degree, Ms. Holman spent two
years working for Senior United States District Judge Harry
L. Hudspeth, whom she assisted in adjudicating federal civil
lawsuits. She now works as an Assistant State Attorney Gen-
eral, where her legal practice focuses primarily on defending
lawsuits asserting claims under the U.S. Constitution and
various federal statutes.

John Lee. Family practitioner graduated from National Uni-
versity of Singapore (NUS 1982); Clinical tutor (NUS) Edu-
cation at Catholic Junior College, St Patrick’s and St Stephen’s
School; Vice President, World Federation of Catholic Medical
Associations (FIAMC) 2006 onwards, Executive Committee
member (since 1996), Director Communications (2002 to
2006); Mission Coordinator of missions to Myanmar, Cam-
bodia, China, Indonesia (Aceh, Yogyakarta, Batam & Nias)
and Timor Leste; President, Asian Federation of Catholic
Medical Associations AFCMA (2000 to 2004) & Chairman
Missions Committee since 2004; Master, Catholic Medical
Guild of Singapore (1985-1999), Hon Secretary (1983-1985),
Executive Committee member since 1982; Council member,
Matercare International (since 2000); St. Vincent de Paul
honorary physician (since 1982); Chairman, Archdiocesan
Bioethics Committee (since 2000); Chairman, Archdiocesan
Marian Year Committee (1988); Executive Council member
Family Life Society (2000 to 2005); Director, Caritas Human-
itarian Aid and Relief Initiatives Singapore (CHARIS) 2010
to 2012; Founder, A Call To Share (ACTS) 2007; Warden
(Queen of Peace since 1975). Other parish activities: con-
ducting Novena services, Eucharistic minister and Catechist;
Member Archdiocese Crisis Coordination Team (ACCT) 2005;
Hon Secretary Singapore Medical Association (1990-1992);
Vice President University of Singapore Students’ Union 1980;
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Chairman Joint Campus Students Union (University of Sin-
gapore and Nantah University) 1981. Benefactor of the La
Salle Brothers 2002; Award for participation in Tsunami
relief by Ministry of Community, Youth and Sport (Singapore)
2005; Letter of appreciation, Minister of Education, Sports
and Youths (Kingdom of Cambodia) 2008 and 2010.

Maria Inez Linhares-Carvalho. President of FAMCLAM (
Federation of Association Medical Catholic of American
Latina); Director of Ambulatério da Providéncia; Director
of Santo Anténio Support House for social outcasts; Director
of Clinica Iris — Preventive Médicine. Degrees: MD - University
of the State of Rio de Janeiro, 1978. Distinctions: Leopold
Kunschak Prize in 1994, by Austrian Government, for out-
standing services performed in the science and researches
for the human kind wellbeing aims; Sado Sebastido Social
and Cultural Prize, in 1997, the best social work in Rio de
Janeiro State.

José A. Lorente. Born in Seron (Almeria, Spain) on June 25,
1961. Academic Degrees: M.D. 1985, University of Granada;
Ph.D. (Medicine, Forensic Medicine): 1989, University of
Granada (Special Honours); Specialist in Occupational &
Industrial Medicine (1987); Specialist in Forensic Medicine
(1990). Actual Position & Programs: Full Professor of Legal
and Forensic Medicine, University of Granada (1994-); Director
of the Laboratory of Genetic Identification at the University
of Granada (1990-); Director GENYO - Pfizer — University of
Granada - Andalusian Government Center for Genomics
and Oncology (2007-); Scientific Director “Phoenix Program
of Spain” — Missing Persons Genetic Identification Program
(1997-); Scientific Director “DNA-PROKIDS - International
Missing Kids Identification (2005-) — www.dna-prokids.org;
President, Iberoamerican Scientific Group on DNA Analysis
(GITAD) - (1997-); President, Academia Iberoamericana de
Criminalistica y Estudios Forenses (AICEF); (1998-2006) —
AICEF’s ILO (2008-); Asian Forensic Science Network (AFSN)
Honorary Member. Research & Scientific Activity: over 140
papers published in national and international Journals;
Attendance of >180 national and international meetings;
Conferences & meetings in >35 countries. Research Areas
of Interest: Human genetic identification (forensic genetics):
STRs, sequencing, SNPs; Missing persons and missing kids —
human trafficking prevention; Cardiac sudden death & ge-
netic markers for prevention; Human genetic variability &
solid tumors — early diagnosis; Circulating metastatic cells
— detection & typing; Ancient DNA. Following Scientific So-
cieties: AAFS (since 1995, Fellow; #088936-Criminalistics);
IALM (Int. Acad. Legal Medicine); AICEF (Latin American
Acad. Of Criminalistic and Forensic Studies); ISABS, AEEMT,
AEGH; AFSN (Honorary Member, 2009).

Pierre Morel est né le 27 juin 1944 a Romans (France). Di-
plomé de I'Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris, licencié en
droit et ancien éléve de 1’Ecole Nationale d’Administration,
il est entré Quai d’'Orsay en 1971. Apres avoir participé a la
création du Centre d’Analyse et de Prévision en 1974, il fut
ensuite nommé a I’Ambassade de France a Moscou (1976-
1979). Il a servi a la Présidence de la République de 1981 a
1985, comme Conseiller technique (affaires européennes et
sommets multilatéraux) et en 1991-1992, comme Conseiller
Diplomatique du Président Mitterrand. Nommé Ambassadeur
a la Conférence du Désarmement a Geneve en 1986, il a
présidé le Groupe de travail sur la Convention sur I'Interdiction
des Armes Chimiques en 1989. Ambassadeur de France en
Russie de 1992 a 1996, il a été ensuite Ambassadeur de
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France en République Populaire de Chine (1996-2002), puis
prés le Saint-Siege (2002-2005). Il a été nommé Représentant
Spécial de I'Union Européenne pour I'Asie centrale en octobre
2006 et additionellement pour la crise en Géorgie (2008-
2011), et il a terminé son mandat le 30 juin 2012. Il est
depuis Directeur de I'Observatoire Pharos du Pluralisme des
Culture et des Religions.

Jorge Nery Cabrera Cabrera. Médico y Cirujano egresado
de la Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala, Especialista
en Patologia, con maestria en Medicina Forense obtenida
de la Universidad Mariano Gdlvez de Guatemala. Desde el
aflo 2000 a la fecha se ha capacitado en temas de Gestién
y Acreditamiento de la Calidad, Patologia Forense, Odon-
tologia Forense para Médicos, Investigacion Judicial y Vio-
lencia Femicida, Andlisis de riesgo y seguridad estratégica,
Metodologia y Técnicas de entrevista a nifos, nifias y ado-
lescentes victimas y transgresores, Medicina Forense y, Me-
dicina Legal, Actuacién de los operadores de justicia en
grandes catdstrofes y, situaciones declaradas de emergencia,
entre otros. Ha realizado pasantias en el Instituto de Medicina
Legal de San Juan Puerto Rico, Oficina del Medical Examiners
del Condado de Harris Houston, Texas, USA, Instituto Na-
cional de Medicina Legal y Ciencias Forenses de Colombia.
En 1997 inicia su desarrollo profesional, ocupando varias
posiciones en el Instituto Guatemalteco de Seguridad Social,
como Médico en el Departamento de Patologia, Jefe de Re-
sidentes de Patologia, Patélogo en Enfermedad Comun. Pos-
teriormente labora para el Ministerio Piblico, desarrollandose
como Médico Forense y Asesor-Consultor Médico Legal en
la Fiscalia de Delitos contra la Vida e integridad de las Per-
sonas, continuando su recorrido laboral en el Instituto Na-
cional de Ciencias Forenses de Guatemala -INACIF- cuando
se cred, en donde ocupa varias posiciones como Perito Pro-
fesional II de la Medicina, en el drea de Patologia y Clinica
Forense, como Coordinador de Patologia de la Sede de la
Zona 3, como Jefe de la Unidad de Medicina Forense y ac-
tualmente como Director General. Ha impartido diferentes
catedras en la Facultad de Ciencias Juridicas y Sociales, en
el Laboratorio de Histologia de la Facultad de Ciencias Mé-
dicas, en la Escuela de Criminalistica y Criminologia, en el
Laboratorio de Criminalistica de la Escuela de Criminalistica
y Criminologia, de la Universidad Mariano Galvez. Es miem-
bro de la Asociacién de Patologia Clinica de Guatemala, de
la Asociacién Nacional de Patélogos de Guatemala, del Co-
legio de Profesionales de Medicina de Guatemala, y actual-
mente es miembro activo de la Academia Iberoamericana
Criminalistica y Estudios Forenses ~AICEF-. Publicé el articulo
“Utilidad de la Morgue y sus avances en la Medicina Forense”
en la Revista D, marzo 2009. Impartié la conferencia y par-
ticip6 en la investigaciéon “Principales Causas de Muerte en
Guatemala” en el Congreso de Colegios de Centro América
y del Caribe realizado en noviembre 2007. En el Congreso
Departamental de Jutiapa, organizado por la Asociacion
de Médicos y Cirujanos de Jutiapa impartié la conferencia
“Informe e Implicaciones Médico Legales en la Practica Médica”
Agosto de 2011 y, asesord la tesis: “Importancia del Uso de la
documentacion como apoyo a las medidas de seguridad en do-
cumentacion de identificacion personal”.

Joy Ngozi Ezeilo. Lawyer, feminist and scholar/activist. She
earned a post graduate degree in law (LLM) from Queen
Mary College, University of London, and a BL from the
Nigerian Law School. She is a Senior Lecturer and teaches
law at the University of Nigeria (Enugu Campus). She
attended the International Institute of Human Rights and

the International Centre for University Teaching of Human
Rights in Strasbourg, France. She holds a diploma in gender
studies and also a diploma in peace studies and conflict res-
olution from CODESRIA, Dakar and the Uppsala University,
Sweden. Joy Ezeilo, was appointed the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially women and
children (2008-2011) in June 2008 and took up office in Au-
gust 2008. She has served Nigerian governments at both
the state and federal levels in different capacities; notably
as the Honourable Commissioner for Women Affairs and
Social Development, Enugu State (2003-2004), and a federal
delegate to the National Political Reform Conference. Recently,
she was appointed by the Honourable Attorney General
and the Minister for Justice to chair the Committee drafting
a Bill Elimination of Violence and by the Enugu State Gov-
ernor as a member of the Governing Council of Citizen’s
Rights and Mediation Center, Enugu. Joy Ezeilo is actively
involved in the Civil Society Movement in Nigeria particularly
in the areas of human rights, democracy and good gover-
nance. She is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of
Women's Aid Collective (WACOL), a non-governmental or-
ganisation dedicated to promoting and protecting the human
rights of women and young people. She is the Convener of
the South East Women Network (SEWNET), and the founder
and moderator of the West African Women Rights Coalition
(WAWORC) and has under that mandate initiated the “Say
No to Violence Against Women and Girls Campaign” among
others.

Ermanno Pavesi. Nato a Savona (Italia) il 9 novembre
1947, cresciuto a Piacenza, laurea in medicina (1973) e spe-
cializzazione in psichiatria (1977) all’'Universita di Modena.
ha lavorato in diverse cliniche psichiatriche della Svizzera
tedesca, tra cui le Cliniche universitarie di Basilea e Zurigo.
Fino al pensionamento (marzo 2013) responsabile del Di-
partimento di Gerontopsichiatria della Clinica psichiatrica
di Herisau, Cantone Appenzello esterno. Membro dalla fon-
dazione dell'associazione italiana Alleanza cattolica. Dal
1988 al 2006 segretario dell’Associazione Medici Cattolici
Svizzeri. Dal 2010 Segretario generale della FIAMC. Docente
di Psicologia alla Gustav-Siewerth-Akademie, a Weilheim-
Bierbronnen/Germania e alla Facolta di Teologia di Coira
(Svizzera), docente ospite all’'Universita Abat Oliba di Bar-
cellona (Spagna). Autore di circa 200 pubblicazioni su temi
di psicologia, psicoterapia, suicidio, nuovi movimenti religiosi,
storia della medicina.

Jeffrey Sachs. Jeffrey David Sachs (born November 5, 1954)
is an American economist and Director of The Earth Institute
at Columbia University. One of the youngest economics pro-
fessors in the history of Harvard University, Sachs became
known for his role as an adviser to Eastern European and
developing country governments during the transition from
communism to a market system or during periods of economic
crisis. Subsequently he has been known for his work on the
challenges of economic development, environmental su-
stainability, poverty alleviation, debt cancellation, and glo-
balization. Sachs is the Quetelet Professor of Sustainable
Development at Columbia's School of International and Pu-
blic Affairs and a Professor of Health Policy and Management
at Columbia's School of Public Health. He is Special Adviser
to United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon on the
Millennium Development Goals, having held the same po-
sition under former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. He
is co-founder and Chief Strategist of Millennium Promise
Alliance, a nonprofit organization dedicated to ending ex-
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treme poverty and hunger. From 2002 to 2006, he was
Director of the United Nations Millennium Project's work
on the Millennium Development Goals, eight internationally
sanctioned objectives to reduce extreme poverty, hunger,
and disease by the year 2015. He is Director of the UN Su-
stainable Development Solutions Network. Since 2010 he
has also served as a Commissioner for the Broadband Com-
mission for Digital Development, which leverages broadband
technologies as a key enabler for social and economic deve-
lopment. Sachs has authored three New York Times bestsellers
in the past seven years: The End of Poverty (2005), Common
Wealth (2008), and The Price of Civilization (2011). His most
recent book is To Move the World: JFK's Quest for Peace
(2013). He has been named one of Time Magazine's "100
Most Influential People in the World" twice, in 2004 and
2005.

José Maria Simon Castellvi. Nacido el 31/3/1963 en Sao
Paulo, Brasil. Licenciado en Medicina y Cirugia, con sobre-
saliente, por la Universidad de Barcelona (1987). Grado de li-
cenciatura en Medicina y Cirugia, con sobresaliente, por la
Universidad de Barcelona. Doctor en Medicina y Cirugia, cum
laude, por la Universidad de Barcelona (Investigacion en of-
talmologia). Especialista en Oftalmologia, via Médicos Internos
Residentes (MIR), Hospital Clinic i Provincial de Barcelona.
Académico del Institut Médico-Farmaceéutic de Catalunya.
Miembro de la Sociedad Espafiola de Oftalmologia. Miembro
titular de la Société Francaise d’Ophtalmologie. Autor de los
libros: Los ojos del ciudadano, Club de Autores, 2000; Ojos
para siempre, E-Book 2012. Coautor: segunda edicién del
tratado “Glaucomas” (en prensa); “El 16bulo prefrontal. Bioax-
iopraxico-volicional”, JIMS; “Neuroftalmologia”, JIMS; “Oph-
thalmology”, “Refractive Surgery”, “Laser Cataract Surgery”,
“Presbyopia”, “Phako, Phakonit & Laser Phaco”, “Wavefront
Andlisis, Aberrometers and Corneal Topography” (Boyd-Agar-
wal), “Phacoemulsification” (Slack, 3rd, 2-Vol.), Handbook of
Ophthalmology (Slack, 2005), Texbook of Corneal Topography
(Jaypee, 2005; 2nd ed. 2010), Agarwals’ Textbook on contact
lenses (Jaipee, 2005), Dry eye (Slack, 2006), Fundus Fluorescein
and Indocyanine Green Angiography (Slack, 2007), Refractive
Surgery Nightmares (Slack, 2007), Management of complica-
tions in Ophthalmological surgery (Highlights of Oph., 2007),
Refractive Surgery (2nd ed., Jaypee, 2008), Color Atlas of Oph-
thalmology (2nd ed., Thieme, 2010), Phacoemulsification (4th
ed., Jaypee-Highlights, 2011), Complications in Ocular Surgery
(Slack, USA, 2013). Libro-carta a los médicos catolicos de todo
el mundo (7 lenguas; 2006). Libro Decisions sobre Juan Pablo
II, la salud y la vida. Barcelona y Ciudad del Vaticano. Noviem-
bre de 2011. DL: B-37343-2011. Libro Decisions sobre la Med-
icina y la Nueva Evangelizacién. Barcelona. Septiembre de
2012. DVD en 3 dimensiones. “Guardians of Life”. Sobre “Vida
y Stem cells”, 2012-13. DVD en 3 dimensiones. “Guardians of
Health”. Nifos enfermos, junio de 2014. Coautor del CD
“Cirugia de la catarata”, Allergan. Autor de numerosos articu-
los, ponencias y comunicaciones en publicaciones y congresos
profesionales espafioles y extranjeros. Ha participado en nu-
merosas ocasiones en debates televisivos y radiofénicos sobre
temas profesionales. Les livres francais d'ophtalmologie traduits
en espagnol, Mémoires de la Société Francophone d'Histoire
de I'Ophtalmologie, n° 23, mai 2009. Preside, hasta noviembre
de 2005, una ONG médica desde 1993: Médicos Cristianos de
Catalunya http://www.federaciocristians.org/Metges Anteri-
ormente fue vice-secretario y representante en Europa de la
misma institucién. Articulista de Zenit. Miembro fundador de
E-cristians http://www.e-cristians.net Articulista del diario elec-
trénico Forum Libertas http://www.forumlibertas.com y de

http://doctortarres.free.fr/ Presidente de la revista internacional
“Decisions”. Miembro de la Asociacién Médica Internacional
de Lourdes (AMIL). Presidente de la Federacion Internacional
de Asociaciones Médicas Catélicas (FIAMC) www.fiamc.org
desde mayo de 2006. Miembro desde 2011 del Consejo Pontificio
para los Agentes Sanitarios (Pastoral de Salud). Asesor del
Comité episcopal de familia y vida de la Conferencia episcopal.
Miembro del Consejo editorial de http://www.aleteia.org/

Carola Suarez-Orozco. Education: U.C. Berkeley, California
School of Professional Psychology, San Diego. Awards, Honors,
Fellowships: Chair, American Psychological Association Pres-
idential Task Force on Immigration (2010 to 2012); Institute
for Advanced Study Fellowship (2009/10) [Princeton, NJJ;
Virginia & Warren Stone Award — Harvard University Press’
Outstanding Book on Education and Society (2007) [for Learn-
ing a New Land: Immigrant Students in American Society;
American Psychological Association Presidential Citation
(2006) [for research and contribution to understanding of
immigrant youth and families]; Society for Research on Ado-
lescence Social Policy Best Book Award (1996) [for Transfor-
mations: Immigration, Family Life & Achievement Motivation
Among Latino Adolescents]. Teaching and Research Interests:
Immigrant families, children, and youth; Academic trajectories
of engagement and performance among immigrant adoles-
cents The “social mirror” & identity formation; Immigrant
family separations; The role of mentors in facilitating positive
development in immigrant youth; The gendered experiences
of immigrant youth; The effects of unauthorized status on
development; Civic engagement among emerging adults;
Community college experiences of immigrant youth. Select
Publications: Sudrez-Orozco, C., Yoshikawa, Y., Ternaishi, R.,
& Sudrez-Orozco, M. (2011). Growing up in the Shadows:
The Developmental Implications of Unauthorized Status.
Harvard Educational Review. 81(3) 438-472; Sudrez-Orozco, C.,
Bang, H.J., & Kim, H.Y. (2011). “I Felt Like My Heart Was
Staying Behind:” Psychological Implications Of Immigrant
Family Separations & Reunifications. Journal of Adolescent
Research, 21(2), 222-257; Suarez-Orozco, C., Gaytdn, EX.,
Bang, H.]. ,Pakes, ., & Rhodes, ]. (2010). Academic Trajectories
of Newcomer Immigrant Youth. Developmental Psychology,
46(3) 602-618; Suadrez-Orozco, C., Sudrez-Orozco, M. & Todor-
ova, T. (2008). Learning a New Land: Immigrant Children in
American Society (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press);
Sudrez-Orozco, C. & Sudrez-Orozco, M. (2001). Children of
Immigration. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press).

Marcelo Sudrez-Orozco. Education: Ph.D., Department of
Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley (1986);
M.A., Department of Anthropology, University of California,
Berkeley (1981); A.B., Department of Psychology, University
of California, Berkeley (1980). Awards, Honors, Fellowships:
Special Advisor to the Chief Prosecutor, The International
Criminal Court, The Hague, The Netherlands, 2012; The
Fisher Membership Fellow, Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, NJ, 2009-2010; Fellow, Center for Advanced Study
in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 1992-1993; The Virginia
and Warren Stone Prize, Awarded Annually by Harvard
University Press for an Outstanding Book on Education and
Society, 2007; Orden Mexicana del Aguila Azteca. (The Mex-
ican Order of the Aztec Eagle), 2006; Member of the National
Academy of Education. (Elected April 2004); America’s 100
Most Influential Hispanics. Hispanic Business Magazine,
2001. Master of Arts, Honoris Causa, Harvard University
(1995). Select Publications: Learning a New Land: Immigrant
Students in American Society. (Carola Suarez-Orozco, Marcelo
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Sudrez-Orozco, and Irina Todorova). (2008) Cambridge MA:
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press; Latinos: Re-
making America. Second Edition. (Marcelo M. Sudrez-Orozco
and Mariela Pdez, Editors). (2009) Cambridge, MA and
Berkeley, CA: David Rockefeller Center for Latin American
Studies at Harvard University and University of California
Press; Making Migration Work. (Marcelo Sudrez-Orozco,
Carola Sudrez-Orozco, and Carolyn Sattin-Bajaj). Peabody
Journal of Education, 2010, 85 (4): 535-551; Migrations and
Schooling. (Marcelo Sudrez-Orozco et al.) Annual Reviews of
Anthropology. 2011, Vol. 40:311-28; Writing Immigration:
Scholars and Journalists in Dialogue. (Marcelo M. Sudrez-
Orozco, Vivian Louie and Roberto Suro, Editors). (2011)
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.

Myria Vassiliadou assumed office in March 2011 and is
based within the European Commission, DG Home-Affairs.
The position of EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator was initially
foreseen in the “Stockholm Programme” and elaborated in
the EU Anti-Trafficking Directive 2011/36/EU. The EU Anti-
Trafficking Coordinator is responsible for improving coor-
dination and coherence among EU institutions, EU agencies,
Member States and international actors and developing ex-
isting and new EU policies to address trafficking in human
beings. The EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator also monitors
the implementation of the new and integrated “EU Strategy
towards the Eradication of Trafficking in Human Beings
(2012-2016)" and provides overall strategic policy orientation
for the EU's external policy in this field. Ms Vassiliadou holds
degrees in Sociology and Social Research and a doctorate in
Sociology from the University of Kent at Canterbury, UK.
She has also been a Research Fellow at the Solomon Asch
Centre for Study of Ethno-political conflict, at the University
of Pennsylvania. Ms Vassiliadou previously served as Secretary
General of the European Women'’s Lobby, the largest network
of women's associations across the EU. She was a founding
member of the think tank Mediterranean Institute of Gender
Studies and served as its Director for seven years and subse-
quently as the Chair of the Board of Administration. For
over a decade, Ms Vassiliadou worked as an Assistant Professor
of Sociology at the University of Nicosia and taught under-
graduate and graduate classes in Sociology. Ms Vassiliadou
previously worked in the European Commission as a Detached
National Expert in DG Research. Furthermore, she has served
as a member of various Advisory Boards, Expert Groups
and acted as a consultant at the national and international
level. She has worked extensively in the area of fundamental
rights, as these relate to questions of trafficking in human
beings, gender, migration, ethno-political conflict, and the
media. She has been published in several books and journals,
conducted workshops and seminars, and has been actively
involved in various think tanks, EU wide research projects
and both national and international non-governmental or-
ganisations. She is trained as a counsellor on interpersonal
violence against women and also as a facilitator and mediator
on conflict transformation and negotiations.

William Lacy Swing On 18 June 2008, Ambassador William
Lacy Swing of the United States was elected as the next Di-
rector General of the International Organization for Migration
(IOM). He assumed his post on 1 October 2008. On 14 June
2013, he was re-elected by acclamation for a second term
to be the Director General of the IOM (1 October 2013 - 30
September 2018). From May 2003 till January 2008, as UN
Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) for
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Ambassador

Swing successfully led all facets of the largest UN peacekeeping
operation in history. Prior to his work in the DRC, Ambassador
Swing served from 2001 to 2003 as the Special Representative
to the Secretary-General for Western Sahara and Chief of
Mission for the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western
Sahara (MINURSO). During a long diplomatic career at the
US Department of State, Mr. Swing was a six-time ambassador,
managing some of the largest diplomatic missions and
foreign development and humanitarian aid programmes
in two hemispheres, with a record of strengthening bilateral
relationships. Through his diplomatic assignments in coun-
tries facing significant migration movements, he has acquired
a deep understanding of the multiple factors affecting in-
ternational migration. Ambassador Swing graduated from
Catawba College in North Carolina (Bachelor of Arts) and
Yale University (Bachelor of Divinity), and did post-graduate
studies at Tubingen University in Germany and at Harvard
University. He speaks fluent French and German.

Gustavo Vera. Maestro de grado (profesor de enseflanza
primaria) de una escuela pobre de Villa Lugano; Presidente
de la Fundacién Alameda y la Cooperativa de Trabajo 20
de diciembre. La Alameda es una organizacién no guber-
namental (ONG) argentina que lucha contra la trata de
personas, trabajo esclavo, explotacién infantil, proxenetismo
y narcotrafico. Nacida como una asamblea barrial de la
crisis del 2001 tuvo reconocimiento nacional e internacional
con las denuncias y escraches a talleres clandestinos (que
confeccionan prendas para marcas reconocidas y disefiadores
famosos), granjas donde se reducen a servidumbre a personas
(el caso del nifo Ezequiel Ferreyra que tuvo repercusion de
Naciones Unidas y prostibulos manejados por importantes
politicos y personajes de poder). Su rol protagénico ha
logrado modificaciones de legislaciones nacionales y pro-
vinciales, como ordenanzas municipales que combaten la
trata y trabajo esclavo, como asi también asistencia a las
victimas. A lo largo del pais la fundacién logré que se cons-
tituyan nuevas sedes y grupos afines en Rio Gallegos, Mar
del Plata, Cérdoba y Mendoza. Entre las actividades mas
destacadas realizadas se encuentran el cierre del barrio de
los 36 prostibulos conocido como “las casitas de tolerancia”
de Rio Gallegos, el desmantelamiento de mds de un centenar
de prostibulos en Mar del Plata, la creacién de 70 centros
de asistencia infantil en Mendoza donde habia fuerte trabajo
de menores en los campos, las ordenanzas en varios distritos
para cierre de prostibulos, etc. Desde la cooperativa 20 de
diciembre lanzaron en 2007 su propia marca llamada
Mundo Alameda, alentando el consumo responsable de
productos libres de trabajo esclavo. En 2009 estrecha lazos
con otros con otras cooperativas y lanza junto a ellos No
Chains (Sin Cadenas), la primera marca global libre de tra-
bajo esclavo, integrada por Mundo Alameda (Argentina),
Dignity Returns (Tailandia), Defend Job (Filipinas), 100%
Milik Pekerja (Indonesia) y la Asociacién de Mujeres Traba-
jadores de Hong Kong. A mediados de 2012 y celebrando
los 10 anos de vida como ONG, la Fundacién Alameda
lanza el portal de noticias Agenda Oculta en la que escriben
distintos columnistas sobre temas que no se encuentran en
su mayoria dentro de los medios masivos de comunicacién.

Henrietta Maria Williams M.D. (Obs & Gynae), Fertility
Care Medical Consultant, Fertility Care Practitioner, B.A.
Divinity. President of the Association of Catholic Medical
Practitioners of Nigeria (ACMPN). Born in Lagos on the 19th
July 1950, Dr. (Mrs.) Henrietta Williams is the youngest
daughter of Chief Louis Orok Edet, the first indigenous Ins-
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pector General of Police in Nigeria, and Mrs Margaret Edet,
the founding president of the Christian Mothers Association
of Nigeria. Her passion in life is integrating the harmonious
unity of faith into medical science to provide holistic and
culturally acceptable medical services that will improve the
quality of life of African women and their families. Her pri-
mary and secondary education in Lagos, was at Mount Car-
mel School, Holy Child College, Queens College, and the
Holy Child School, Mayfield in the United Kingdom. University
Education in medicine was at the University College, London,
and at the Lagos University Teaching Hospital with postgra-
duate training in Obstetrics and Gynaecology there and at
the Institute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of the Royal
Postgraduate Medical School London in 1991. After working
at the Lagos Island Maternity and the Lagos University Te-
aching Hospital for many years, Dr. Williams decided to
sub-specialise in Fertility following her work in Prof. Osato
Giwa Osagie’s team in pioneering the IVF ( in vitro fertili-
sation) program, that successfully produced the first IVF
baby in Africa. In 2003, due to growing interest in the
catholic religion, she graduated in theology at the Maryvale
Institute in Birmingham, United Kingdom, and proceeded
to the Pope Paul VI Institute for the Study of Human Repro-
duction in Omaha Nebraska, U.S.A. to qualify in 2004 as
the first African certified Fertility Care Medical Consultant
in the new Women's Health Science called NAPROTECH-
NOLOGY which provides Creighton Model natural family

planning and infertility treatment approved by the catholic
church. In 2009, she completed Management studies at the
Lagos Business School. She is the current National President
of The Association of Catholic Medical Practitioners of
Nigeria, and the Nigerian Program Director for the postgra-
duate training of doctors and midwives in Naprotechnology.
15 Nigerian Doctors and 21 Nurse practitioners have been
trained. She is the founder of MLE foundation, a United Na-
tions Registered NGO of the Committee for The Status of
Women which is committed to providing free natural family
planning and safe motherhood services to women at grass-
roots level to reduce the number of women dying in childbirth.
She serves in various capacities on several organisations:
The Family and Human Life Unit of the Catholic Secretariat
of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria and of Lagos
Archdiocese; The Foundation For African Cultural Heritage;
The International Organisation of Catholic Gynaecologists
(MATERCARE); The Provincial Marriage Advisory Council
of Lagos; The Social Communications Unit of The Archdiocese
of Calabar. She has received several awards such as The
Award of Excellence by the World Union of Catholic Women's
Organisation, and others from African traditional rulers
such as Chieftaincy Titles of ADA IDAHA KE EFIK EBRUTU
by the Obong of Calabar, and The Erelu Amona Apesin of
Egba Land by The Alake of Abeokuta. She has been married
to Chief Ladi Rotimi-Williams S.A.N. for 41 years, and they
have 4 children and 3 grandsons.

For the biographies of the Academicians of the PAS and PASS
see www.pas.va and www.pass.va
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