MERCY JUSTICE
AFRICA CONFERENCE ON PEACE AND JUSTICE

HELD IN NAKURU KENYA FROM 16™ TO 24™ FEBRUARY 2001.
( Zambia, South Africa; Nigeria; Kenya))

Objectives of the Conference

To gather dreams and wisdom of our own redlities regarding the conferencein
Irdland in 1996 and the Pan African conference in Zambiain 1998.

To ligen afresh, to the cry of Africaand the impact of globalisation,
transnationdss, debt and the scourge of HIV/AIDS.

To plan ways of getting heard and communicating our redlity a our next
International Conference in South Africain September, 2001.

To find ways to continue to utilize our resources and influence acrass the world to
bring about transformation of unjust economic sructures which impoverish
women, children, the earth ard dl peoples, focussng on trans nationd
corporations and mgority of the world' s unjust debt.

We will accomplish this by:

Learning about the redlities of each of our areas.

Sharing information on how (Globdisation, Transnationds, Debt and HIV/AIDS)
is afecting us and how we are responding to the chdlenges.

Formulating action plan that can be implemented in eech area.

Finding ways of making our network more of aredity and how best we can
communicate (Link person, Commissons, Communities, Locd leve and
globdly).

Evauation and way forward for the next Conference in Africa

We hope to have the Eucharigt included in our schedule which we can negotiete
together how best we can do that.



INPUT ON GLOBALISATION ~ 17.2.01

(By Fr. Gabridl Dolan— Kiltegan Fathers).

Globdisation isaredity, which afects our economy, religion and culture. To understand
how globalisation works, the participants played the Star Power Game where:

Each player was given an enve ope with five chips of different coloursinit.

Each colour represented different points, the highest being Gold with 50 points.
Every firg player was given a square shaped badge, every second player acircular
badge and every third player a sar shaped badge.

Rules induded; players had to hold hands while trading. Once holding hands
trading had to take place. There was no taking unless trading. Trading had to be
only one on one chip. Non- compliance with the rulesled to ‘imprisonment’.
Folded arms meant that atrader had finished trading or the trader did not want to
enter into trading.

Obsarvations while game was in progress.

As the game commenced, one player was left with one chip less than she sarted with
which led to protests from the player and her group. The player with the extra chip
refused to giveit back inggting that she had traded for it fairly from ancther player. She
fdt judtified to keep it and her group supported her. The Game leeder (Fr. Gabrid) did
not intervene leading to more protests and the player’ s levelled charges of being ignored
againg him. (The leader withdrew from the game and &t the people & it).

The group with the highest points became the ‘dlite’ group. As the game continued, most
playerswere aming at being included in that group. (The G7/8 countries were emerging).

Since they had the highest scores, the group was given a chance to make rulesfor the rest
of the players on how the game was to continue being played. More protests arose
leading to the disruption of the process of making the rules. The other players protested
agang not being consulted and unfair trading practice. Some players were ‘imprisoned
for protesting, aswas the ‘media person. Those who escaped “prison’ continued with
protests until they were invited for ‘round table disoussons . Eventudly, the game leeder
who had kept his distance until thistime intervened and this brought the group together.
They pulled their chairs and entered into around of negotiations.

Feedback from the players:

1. Therewas suspicion from the beginning in regard to the rules and to the mode of
playing. These suspicions were expressed as the game went on. Players asked
why they were not consulted.
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However, when the player recaived the bonus points and got evated to ahigher
position (in ancther group), the other players felt forgotten. At this point, most
playersfdt that it was better to ‘chance it don€e'.

Playersin the elevated pogtions reported alot of pressure as they got higher
rankings. They fdt adesire to go back to ther former groups but were not able to.
They fdt compassion for ther former group members but succumbed to pressure

from their new group.

Players aso reported an element of revenge. They reported that once an unfar
practice had started, they found they doing the same knowing thet it wasillegd.
The reason was given as desperation to a least get some higher pointsto enable
elevation to ahigher group.

Payers reported a struggle between the *good business sense’ and compassion.
There was compassion for the player with the leest points in eech group & the
beginning and when the game leader offered bonus points, most playersin the
group gave them to that player.

Some players especidly between group and individua ambitions aso reported
tenson. Asindividuas from the groups were evated to higher postions, this
became more evident and lack of trugt was growing in the group.

Some playersin the ‘dite group reported fedings of shame since they fdt thet
they had reached that postion arising from someone else' s kindness. Once they
were there, they did not get a chance to do anything to help their former group
members. They reported fedings of disruption even within themsdves asthe
protests were gathering momentum from the other discriminated groups.

A player reported fedings of heplessness and fright especidly in the height of the
protests. She noted that people who gamble with things and life end with success
or failure. She wondered on what makes people succeed or fail.

A player noted that while protests were on the group could not proceed with the
discussons. A player in that group was trying to spesk for the poor when the
talks were interrupted. She noted that if talks were not dlowed to go on, that
voice of ‘what about the poor? would not be heard.

A player complained at the anger levelled againg her by members of her own
group after being eevated to the “dite group noting thet she had risen there on
her own accord. She had not gained any bonus points from the group.
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11. Thelower group joined hands with the ‘middl€ group. Some playersin the
‘middle group however, did not want to &t first but later did 0. They reported
that they had felt unable to make decison asto whether they should befriend the
‘dite group or whether they should be in solidarity with the ‘lower’ group.

12. Thetrick of the game:
Unfair digtribution of the chips. (People do not start on an equd footing in the
world even as soon as they are born.
The leader withdrew from the game leaving the players a it with unfair rules
and mode of playing. (The World Economis).

Drawing Pardlds

Asthe game continued, many smilarities with today’ s Stuations were noted. The players
noted the fallowing,

The game leader waslike * The Economigt’ of the world who decides onthe rulesand
mode of running the world' s economies. Often he does not consult with nations, which
will be affected by his decisons. Many players drew a pardld between the game leader
and the IMF and The World Bank.

The players dso noted that the spirit of competitiveness prevaent in the game was dso
the soirit in today’ sworld where everyone wants dl the best things even if it meansbeing
unfair to others or dedling illegdly.

The widening gap between the groups was aso an indication of the current gap between
the rich and the poor in today’ sworld. They aso noted that it was continualy widening.

There was notable ambition to move from lower to higher groups. The players noted that
in the world, many people who are in unfavourable conditions aways want to move
ahead. Once there, they are not aways able to go back and help their brothers and sisters
in the same conditions as they were before mainly due to pressure. Thishas dso created
contempt for the poor. Even though some of them move to higher dasses on their own
merit, Some use dubious ways. Thiswasin light of the player’ swillingnessto even trade

illegdly to acquire the necessary points.

The players dso noted that the * Economist” plays avery big role whether by participation
or by withdrawing as the game leader did. Either way, he affects the outcome of the
world's economies and especidly of the developing countries thet rely on hisfavourable
opinions

At fird, the group members offered the bonus points to the player with the least points.
Asthe game continued, the players found themsdlves giving the bonus pointsto the
player with the highest points. The players concluded that in the world, some netions
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have compassion for others and are willing to share with those who do not have much.
But as the stakes go higher, they are forced to withdraw their support.

The players dso noted that laws to protect and help the poor received no support. Evenin
the UN, many member countries are unwilling to listen to the voice of the poor and to
support laws, which will help them. The players noted that even after some of them were
‘imprisoned’ for protesting, the rest were continuing with negotigtions for their release

and for improvement of their conditions. This, the players said, gives hope to our world
where negatiations Hill go on in the midst of injudtices

The players dso noted asmilarity in the protests with those, which had heppened in
Nice, Prague, Washington and Geneva.

There was indecison by the middle group as to which sde they should join. Thiswas
likened to the middle classes indecison on who to support, the rich or the poor. This
indecison was especialy more noticegble herein Kenya

The players dso noted atenson to remain in the “dite group since from there the only
other way wasto go down. Thisfear led to panic and desire to protect oneself as much as
possible not to get low point chips. The playerslikened this with the rich societies of
today who are in such a panic over becoming poor that they do anything to remain where
they are. Thisis especidly the case in America and Europe where the farmers are
ubgdized heavily by the governments. This leads to chegper goods which means that
goods from Africawhere there are no or minimal subsdies are unable to compete in their
markets. The players noted thet this was among the unfair trade practices arisng from
globdisation.

The game leeder concdluded by informing the players on the need to strike abdance
between activism and anarchy in protesting againg injustices. Therewas dso aneed to
find a person who will unify and be supported by al nations. Then perhaps, the voice of
the poor will be heard.

History of Globalisation

Globalisation garted after the end of the cold war. Democratisation of nations brought
about optimiam for agloba village. Countries could now have relations with each other.

Inthe middt of globaisation however, culture and ethnicity brought about divisons. With
the end of the cold war, which had united countries beyond barriers, others came up
especidly the damour for individudity dong ethnic and culturd lines. In Europe
particularly, boundaries were continudly drawn every other week.

Styles of war changed too. In the First World War, 90% of casudties were soldiersand
wa was between states. Now, 80% of casudties are civilians and war iswithin states.
Clearly as some barriers come down, more and more are coming up. Perhaps this could
be arigng from issues, which were not resolved before, and not necessarily from
globdisation.



The actors have changed but the rules have not. Instead of colonization, now thereis

imperidism. Ingteed of the British, Itdians or the Germans, now there are Britigh, Itdian
and German multinationas among others. Thereisthe IMF, the World Bank and the

WTO. An example s the * coca- cda-isation and commerdidisation of irrdevant holidays
eg. the Vdentines Day where only the multinationas benefit.

Links between poverty and globalisation

As mentioned, the actors have changed but the rules have not. The Debt phenomenon has
created a cancer in developing countries where more money is used in servicing debts
then in helping the atizens of the countries.

Example:

In Zambia, only USD $3.00 are spend on hedlthcare for each person per
amum

In Kenya, 14 Million people live on lessthan USD $1.00 per day. Kenyais
second in the world after Brazil in the digparity between the rich and the poor.

Enrolment in schools was 89.5% in 1991which dropped to 79.1% in 1995.
Schools are understaffed by 30,000 teachers.

Kahs. 400 hillion was either looted or misused between 1990-1997.

The average surviva incomeis Kshs 1,621.25 per month. The average income
in 1980 was USD $ 520. Thisdropped to USD $275 in the year 2000.

20 Million Kenyanswill aso need food relief this yeer.

Challenges:

Thereis need to chdlenge the negative aspects of globdisation. Among thisare;
Chdlenging the mde dominated sairitudity especidly with regard to women and
children.

Corruption needs to be eradicated. Multinationas have formed a habit of offering
kickbacksto leaders of countries so that they can sustain their monopolies. This
should be stopped.

Thereisgregter need in the face of dl this, for the church to seerch for a
Soiritudity, which is balancad epecidly asfar aswomen, and children are
concerned.



Thereisasruggle between giving handouts (r eactive) and empowering
(proactive)

Thereisdso aneed for unity between different groups to help the people become
empowered. Thereis need for didogue and epedidly interfaith didogue.

Trandformetion in the indudtridized world is nesded Snceiif it does not happen
therefirg, it may not happen anywheredse a dl. A proposd for the Mercy
Sdersto have one person at the welfare level, another a the deveopmenta leve
and another a the empowerment level were made. The Mercy Siders were
chdlenged to raise their voices even higher to spesk for the oppressed.

Women themsdves were chdlenged to change therr mentaity and demand for
Judtice and for thelr rights. A case in point was where a girl was raped and the
rgpist was arrested and sentenced to prison. The mother protested and even
appeded for the man to be released. Ancther woman withdrew a case, which had
been brought to court on betdf of her daughter who had been raped. Pay offs
were cited in most cases as the reasons behind the change of heart. This brought
back the issue of poverty and economic empowerment of women.

Positive effects arising from globalisation:

Awareness of ather people, thair cultures and religions hasincreased.
Appreciation of diveraty dlowsit to change us and breeds' tolerance and
humannessin our actions and us. We remember that God worksin al culturesand
reigions

Integration and partnership is enhanced through shared experiences, actions, faith
and sharing prayer. We remember the plurdidtic indusiveness of God in creation.

We should often ask oursdlves whether we are trying to build the church, trying to
build the church so that we can build the Kingdom of God or actudly building the

Kingdom of God.

In thislight, we should examine our treditiond Spiritudity vs. siritudity for our

globa world, our culture Vs Globdisation and exdusonswithin the churchinan
eracf indusonsin globdisation.
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INPUT 2~ THE REFUGEE SITUATION AND ITSRELATION WITH JUSTICE &
PEACE: (ByS.Joan Pietron RSV —South Africa Province)

A refugee is a person whom through awell-founded fear of persecution flees higher
home. Many of the refugees coming to South Africa are well-educated and skilled
individuas. They were lawyers, doctors, teechers and professondsin their own
countries. They were the ‘ cream of their respective countries’.

Generations of children have known nothing but hate and war. The driving force of war is
greed. Greed for money, power and control from corrupt leaders and well-schooled
meadters of exploitation (Multi-nationds, IMF, GATT eic). Why have people given so
many powersto the IMF and the World Bank to control them?

Refugees are murdered everyday and there are daily reports of attempted suicides among
the refugeesin the country. There are no poor countriesin Africa, only poor people who
have been denied aright to fend for themsdlves. Attached isthe full report:

Contribution from participants:

The attention of aboy who was abducted from hisfamily herein Kenyawhile he
was & the age of three was noted as a successful sory of our involvement with
refugees. Through Sr. Joan and the refugees the group helped to identify the boy
after five years of his abduction and redlized that the man who damed to be the
father was actualy not the redl father. The abductor had used the boy for hisown
interest and the boy was abusad through and through. Thankfully, the boy was
returned back through the collaboration of the Jesuit Refugee Service and the Red
Crossto hishome only to find that his mother had passed away two weeks before
the good news of his return.

The participants wondered whether there are other cases of that nature and what
deps are taken when children are unaccompanied. Thankfully Sr. Joan and her
team try to trace the homes of where the minors come from.

A paticipant shared how she fdt when she came to Kenya from her own country.
She shared about her difficulties in adgpting to the culture and conditions of her
new home. Shewas an dien by choice, yet how much more painful are the
difficulties thet the refugees face. She concluded thet they perhaps fdt a thousand
times worse than she hed felt.

Anather participant gave her account of what heppensin Irdand. Usudly, itis
announced when the refugees are coming. They are then put in the remotest part
of the town or county away from the hub of everyday life. Their houses are the
lowliest among dl the people ad are continudly |ooked down upon. She
commented that this could be because of the fear that the people have thet the
refugees are coming for economic advantages. People dso fed insecure when
faced with the diversty of the refugees.
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In Europe, it is even more difficult. A refugee isfaced with abarrage of questions
after which they are denied entry and deported back to the place they were fleeing
from.

In South Africa, refugees take from 6 monthsto ayear before being granted
refugee gatus. During thet time they are not dlowed to work and their children
arenot dlowed to sudy. They are dso not accommodated nor given any materid
benefits. This means that they deep on the streetsin whatever weether and beg for
food snce they do not have any money. They aretreated like lepers by the locd
populace and even by the government. If they violate any of the rules by working
for example, they areimmediatdy taken to camps for deportation. Refugees are
very vulnerable in South Africaand are often targeted. Thisis enhanced by the
fact that they rely on governmental servicesfor hedth, education etc. Once
refugees are identified, they are harassed and even killed. A casein point wasthe
recent news report on CNN about S.A police who set dogs |oose on two young

refugees.

DEBT and ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION: (By Prof. Wangari Maetha)

Sygtemic change meansto tackle not only the symptoms but the causes aswell. To not
only hed and help the sck and poor but to dso focus and resolve the causes to why they

are sick and poor.
Aspects connected with debt:

Participants were given questions to ponder on and give their answers. Below are the
questions and answers.

What problems do we face today in our locality, nation and the world?
Poverty, Corruption, Unemployment, Violation of women and children'srights, Lack
of water, Street children and Alcoholism etc.

Where do you think these problems are coming from?
Bad governance, Kenyans are quiet, docile, gentle people and need to change. They
fear fighting for ther rights. Uneven didtribution of resources, Greed, Wide ggp
between the rich and poor. Perhaps we are on the wrong bus.

What could be the state of your mind for you to take the wrong bus? Why would you take
a bus for Nakuru whereas you intended to take a bus to Mombasa?
- State of mind not focused because my husband issick and | want to get the medicines
quickly so that | can get back to him and the children, | was manipulated, | was
misguided, | was not able to read the correct detination plate onthe bus, | was
confused, | was afraid to ask, | was &fraid of the presence of policein the bus|
wanted to take, | did not have enough sdf confidence to ask for the right information,
Arrogance.
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Prof. Maatha noted that many of the problems we have are of our own meking as
evidenced in the answers given. The next question was: What do we do to solve these

problems?

1. Educaing peopleto carry their own responsibility for making adecison.
Educating people to gart from within themsalves, their families, locdlities,
villages and eventudly the nation. She gave an example of Soil eroson infams
Farmers were encouraged to Sart digging trenches, making terraces and planting
grases near riverbeds to dem soil eroson in their own farms. Later, they were
mohilized to do it as a community project.

2. Famersare dso encouraged to generate their own seedlings by planting crops,
which will provide them with sseds for the next season indead of geneticdly
modified varieties which have no seedlings forcing the farmer to buy from shops
thus continuing to enrich the multinationds involved.

3. Ancther solution isto make a concrete decision to improve the Stuation we find
oursdvesin and acting on it. Prof. Maetha noted that gpathy is worse than the
problem itsdf.

Environmental degradation and the debt issue:

Where did this debt come from and why?

Back in the 1960s and 1970s, most African countries had become independent. The
leeders identified diseases, poverty and ignorance asthe mgor chdlenges. The
presdents & that time had powers to conduct business as they liked and they did soin the
name of their repective countries. The people had put them on a pedesta and the generd
attitude was thet they were beyond reproach. The time this was hgppening, a lot of money
was coming into the Western countries from rich ail resourcesin the Middle East. The
Western countries wondered what they would do with al thismoney.

Theideaof lending the money to African countries to tackle their problems was mooted.
African presdents were persuaded to accept loans by their Western counterparts. They
were promised low interest rates and concessons on payments. Some of these loans even
came in as machineries and equipments. Since the coffee, teaand other sectorswere
performing well in the recipient African countries, the leaders thought they would be able
to repay the loans on time. Out of inexperience, they accepted. However, as soon as they
accepted the loans, interest rates shot up, the sectors started performing poorly and the
prices of commodities, which would bring in foreign exchange, came down. They asked
for rescheduling of the loan repayments. This went on for years with interest rates
accruing & an darming rate. Thisiswhy the African countries find themsdves with huge
amounts of debt today.

10
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Points to ponder:

The rescheduling of loans meansthat most countries will never be able to repay.
The donaors know it aswel. African countrieswill be in perpetua bondage.
80% of the Heavily Indebted Countries are African countries.

In Kenya, each person owes a least Kshs. 25,000 from hirth.

Kenyais not listed as an indebted country Smply because it is able to make
repayments regularly. Not thet it isarich country, but because the government is
willing to sacrifice education, hedth and the life of it's people so that it can keep
borrowing to finance the large police force, army and arms purchases to keep
itsdf in power.

Effects of debts:
Example from the coffee sector:

Coffeeisone of the main exports from Kenya. In the post-independence times, their
colonid magters did not alow Africansto plant coffee, teaor any other cash crops. After
independence, this was one of the freedoms the new country enjoyed. Farmers were, with
help of loans from the government and which it had been loaned the Western countries,
encouraged to plant these cash crops. This went on very rgpidly and to the expense of
magor food crops.

Huge tracts of land were cleared to pave way for the planting of coffee and tea
plantations. To maintain quality, farmers were not dlowed to intercrop their coffee with
other plants (e.g. potatoes, beans etc). Apart from the environmental degradation
emanding from this, it aso meant that food security became more and more threstened.

Now foreign exchange earnings from these cash crops are used to pay off the current
debts, leaving the people hungry and impoverished.

The Path of Kenyan Coffee:

Key
3 - Pethof coffee
Farmer
RO O - Pathof money
Co-operative
B 0O........ (Gov. funds, saaries, loans, allowances, unexplained exp.)

Miller (Kenya Coffee Planters Union)
B O (Gov. funds, salaries, loans, allowances, unexplained exp.)

Board (Coffee Board of Kenya)

B O.......... (Gov. funds, salaries, loans, allowances, unexplained exp.)
Brokers
B - (Gov. funds, saaries, loans, alowances, unexplained exp.)

Buyers (International Market)

11
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There have been recordings of Kshs-5000.00 from thelr sde of coffee. This
meansthat they actually have a debt.

Present situation:

With a Kshs—5000 and no intercropping, the farmer is hungry and poor. Thereis
no money for basic necessitieslike food, dothing, hedlth and education for the
children.

Inredity, the AID Kenyareceivesisredly trade. For every $1.00 coming in as
‘ad’, $3.00 goes out in repayment. Who is ading whom?

The officid forest cover should be 10%. Currently there is only %% forest cover
in the whole country. Y et money from the crops planted in place of foressis not

reaching the people.

REPORT FROM ZAMBIA (By S. Andrea RSV)

The General state of Zambia:

© o

1. Zambiaiscurrently experiencing increased poverty levels
2.
3.

Collapse of the copper mines have left many unemployed and destitute.
Thereisincreasein HIV/AIDS and arductance to acknowledge the Stuation
leeding to ahigh rate of infections. Thereisahigh rate of traumafrom desths due
to the disease. Some children have logt as much astwo familiesi.e. ther origind
family and the subssquent fogter family.

Thereis generd economic sagnation as copper was Zambid s main exports
Poor education facilities, lack of well trained teachers and delay or non payment
of teacher’ s sday isthreatening the education sector.

Government reforms as stipulated by the World Bank and the SAPs have eft the
country in bad condition. Retrenchmerts, liquidation of companies, economic
reforms, collgpse of co-operaives and money lending inditutions have left their
mark on peopl€ slives.

Thereisahigh infant mortdity rate and maternd degths are on the increese. Ina
1998 study, it was reported that 18% of desths in women and girls are maternd.
Life expectancy has dropped from 46% to 37%.

Changesin sectord spending have not been to an advantage. In the agriculturd
sector, the government has dlocated very little money to improve it. Many
famlies survive on one med per day and often one med per two or three days.

12
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Positive results:

Zambia has embraced multi- partysm even though the opposition iswesk. This
enhances freedom of the individud.

An organisation called Women For Change has been liasing with the locdl leeders
to promote the rights of women and children. Among its success soriesisthe
admaost complete eradication of ‘cleandang’ where awoman was supposed to have
sexud rdaions with aman to deanse her if her husband died The group isdso
advocating for women' srights to own property and to spesk in public.

The Cathalic Judtice and Peace Commission have been in the forefront of the
lobbying for debot cancelltion. It has an Economic Jugtice unit, a pardegd

traning project and a parliamentary unit, which focuses on parliamentary issues
affecting the people. One of its functionsis to produce a sketch of pre and postd

budgets reflecting the people swishes.
Attached isthe full report as prepared by Sr. Andrea:

Comments from participants:

Snce many families are affected by HI V/AIDS what is being done to help the orphans?

They are usudly looked after by the extended family i.e. grandparents, aunties,
undes etc. However, thereis an increasing number of child headed household.
These are children as young as Sxteen or seventeen who have to take on the
parentd role.

Centres have been set up to take care of the children and to feed them by the
government and the church but these offer day care rather than full time care.

There are programs, which sponsor orphans to keep them at school. Some are
governmenta and others church based.

Severd orphanages for infants have been st up mostly by church based groups.

Community schools have been set up aswdl. Thee are atype of informa school
for the poor who cannot afford private or governmental schools. Thereisa
program of sponsorship for Grade Twelve students from these schoolswho are

taken for aone-year teacher-training course and then reposted back to the schools.
They are put on a9 months non-paid probation before being employed.

What are the Ssters of Mercy in Zambia currently involved in?

Co-ordinaion of education a the didrict levd.
Co-operation with women groups e.g. the Women for Change ad the Catholic

Women Assodiaion to promote women and children’ sissues. Also involved in
the Smdl Chrigtian Community groups.

Offer assgance in the “ City of Hope’ project run by Sdesans.

13
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Help out a ahospice for the termindly ill.
Provide home based care for HIV/AIDS patients and provide counsdling for
people living with AIDS,
Assg in community hedth care projects.
- Involved in aproject that devel ops schools with funding from the EU
0
REPORT FROM NIGERIA (By S. Goretti RSV)

I ntroduction:

Nigeriais alarge country, blessed with rich human, naturd and minera resources. Its
population isin the region of 200M. Nigeriawas crested as anation in the early 19"
Century. Lord Suggard, anagamated the southern and northern protectorates and
applied two different adminigrative sysems - the direct rule in southern parts and the
indirect rule in northern parts of Nigeria Direct rule made contact with white
Missonaries possible and consequently Chrigtian values and systems were adopted.
Indirect rule entailed the administering of northern Nigeriaby Mudim Emirsand
Missonaries were excluded from this territory. Consequently, minima contact existed
between Chrigtians and Mudims during the colonid era

1960 brought Nigerian independence ard a condtitution that guaranteed freedom of
association and of religion. Now and then, there were rdligious skirmishes but 1980
brought the firgt religious disturbance of noteto al. Riots took place in Kano and about
5,000 were killed and 16 Million dollars worth of destruction was caused. The Maitane
riots of Yolain 1984 caused 763 degths and millions of dollars worth of damages caused
by arsonigts. Maitsne riots aso hgppened in other towns in the north with degth tolls of
up to 2,000 people.

The Kadumariots of last year (2000) were the worst to date with an estimated 3,000
desths and a quarter of the city destroyed. The immediate cause of these riots was the
“intolerant gpproach of Mudims towards peoples of other faiths’. Christian schools and
hogpitas have been taken over by Mudims. M osgues have been built in the campuses of
Chrigian schools. The Kaduma state government have financed Arabic/Idamic lega
colleges. Nigeria has been smuggled into the Organisation of Idamic Conference.
Chridians recelve second- dass trestment in gopointments/promotionsin spite of the
qudifications.

Since the present civilian regime came into power, some northern governors have
expanded the scope of the Mudim Sharialaw beyond the limits of the 1999 condtitution.
This condiitution presupposes thet Nigeriais a secular country and the Sharia government
now isaming towards making it ardigious Sate.

Nigerid s debt gands a over $30 Billion, which is 40% of Africa s debt.

Debt per parsonis $275
Debt service per person is $22
GNP per person is $272
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Nigeria pays out $104.54 in debt service for every $1 received in aid grants. Recently
Nigeria has been removed from the list of Heavily Indebted Countries (HIPC).

O
O
REPORT FROM SOUTH AFRICA (By. S. Joan Pearton)

The Reality of South Africa:

South Africa pays 48 Billion Rand per year in debt repayments.
Corruptionisincreasng a adally rae.

Itisvery difficult to chalenge the government and even to point out injustices It
isnot willing to listen to the problems facing the people.

Thereisincreased intolerance of others. Xenophobiais high aswell asincreased
raciam.

Thereisnon ddivery of services, which the government had promised the
people. Thisis leading to discontent and increased impoverishmerntt.

The country is experiending very high taxation.

High number of refugees and humean rights abuses

Privatisstion isleading to loss of income leading to increasing poverty leves
HIV/AIDS has increased.

Oppression and violence agang women.

Need for protection of the environmen.

On apositive note, South Africa has inherited a good infragtructure sysem and there is
no war and bloodshed.

Education:

2 Billion Rand has been spent over the ladt five yearsto set up anew education
system. It is now clear that the new education system will not work. Insteed, the
Montessori system of education has gained popularity and is being used by most
schools. The proposed new education, which the government has beenworking
on, istoo expengve. This meansthat mogt families cannot afford and therefore
poor children will not be educated.

Sdaiesfor teechers are usudly ddayed or not paid  dll.
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Health:

There are no medicines in government dinics and the only treetment avallablein
government hospitasis codlly.

Thereisno red commitment to tackle the AIDS issue. 14 Million have AIDS and
in Kwazulu— Nata, 1 out of every 3 personsisHIV +ve.

Subsdiesto socid sarvices have been cut by 3%

Other | ssues;

Pensonersrecaive only 500 Rand a month and they are often not paid intime,
Sometimes they have to queue for up to 10 hours.

Reconciliation among the different groups has not been asuccess. In fact the
height of discrimination has increased especidly againgt foreigners.

Movement towards privatisation has rendered many redundant and increased

poverty levels.
Environment is a an increased risk due to geneticaly engineered plants.

Thefull report is attached:

REPORT FROM KENYA (By . Therese). (Most of the input was based on Kenya in
relation to the world so we shall only give a short encounter of our participation)

The Judtice and Peace Commission here in Kenya are quite active. We have about ten
members. We have regular meatings and the attendant at the meetingsiis very good.

In September 2000, Sr. Winnie Njugunatook up the position as the contact person of
Kenya. Shehasan officein McAuley Housein Makadara. She has had the opportunity
of vigting al the communitiesin the province.

Our focus has been of giving awvareness on Jugtice |ssues to our Mercy Communities, the
wider communitiesand oursdves. We had a Seminar for the Province in 1999 given by
Mr. Michad Tanya— the Nairobi Archdiocese Coordinator for Justice and Peace.

He spoke on the development of the Justice and Peace Minidtry in the archdiocese and
the importance of our involvemant inthisarea. S. Nuala Brannigan a Loreto Sgter was
the second spesker and she spoke on the Africa Charter and Human Rights.

We work in conjunction with the AOSK (Associaion of Sister Hood of Kenya) Judtice
and Peace. Thelr threefocd pointsfor the year are:

March 8" Women's Internationa Day
Jdre Environmentd days
December 10th Humen Rights Day

Wetry to follow these dates.
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Ceebrating women's day isaway of bringing awvareness to the whole sodiety of the
importance of Women, ther dignity, their worth, and their huge contribution to society.
Violence againg women is a huge problem so it is a chance to look a women' srights
and how their rights are neglected in the condtitution. Many of our Ssters have been

involved in these programs. For example:

Environment - Garbage has become ared menace and in our areas we have dean
ups, tree planting when it is possble. The sgters Judtice and Peace Commission
wrote to Uchumi and Nakumett (Super Markets) about the big problem of plagtic
bags and they got replies that the mentioned markets will look into it.

Humean Rights- Fr. Kaiser's desth was a great shock to al Kenyans. He spoke
out againg the land Clashes and he had done alot of research on the course of the
land clashes and gave evidence at the enquiry into these dashes aswell astrying
to get judtice for rape cases, girls who are forced to marry etc. Most people
believe that government agents killed him. To protest his degth the Bishops
organised amarch a the scene of his death in away it was a protest againgt the
government. Before the mass many walked in processon from Navashato the
place, which is gpproximatey 8km Marny Ssters of Mercy were present. For
Human Rights day (10" December) the churches and the Human Rights groups
organised another Mass. Wethe Sgtersareinvolved in that.

Review of the Constitution:

Therewas abig mesting in Sefari Park where it was decided that there would be an
opportunity for the people of Kenyato give thar views on the condtitution. Sowly it
began to emerge that the review would be taken over by the Parliament and so the
Religious leaders came in and garted the * Ufungamano' initiative, which would make
aure that the people got achance in the condtitutiond review. Therewasabig messin
the Cathalic Badilicato launch the Ufungamano initidive and the Sgters of Mercy were
present.

Ecumenicd Prayer in Uhuru Park

Seminar on the congtitution Kitui Limuru conference Centre, Kamukunji - where

people were given a chance to give thair views.

Debt Relief:

We brought this up at our meetings and tried to see what we could do about it. We got
sgnauresin our communities and in our different places of work. We wrote lettersto
Tony Blar on the Debt but to get anything done practically was very difficult. Thiswas
partly because there was so much emphasis regarding the condtitutiond review, partly
because alot of people fet that Kenya should not be forgiven because of “lootocracy” in
the government. Even the Editorid of the Daily Naion didn't favour Debt Relief.

A Jeduit Priest gave atak in Msongari on Globdisation, SAPs (Structurd Adjustment
Programs) Delt etc. People were very impressed and decided to do something.
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Trocaire were very interested so we had ameeting together with Undugu Society, Human
Rights group, ECO news, Active Non -Violence groups, Green Belt Movement, Mudims,
other churches, and Rdligious groups. We had afadilitator and the outcome was thet
‘KENDRON'’ would be reviewed. We had fairly frequent meetings and we decided thet
we needed to spread awareness in Kenya regarding DEBT.

It was decided that we would have a demondration with posters and paper chains, sacks
etc. According to the Kenya Law if you are having a demondration you write a letter to
the Kenya Police, which we did. Demongration took place as planned. We were guided
by the Kenya Police and directed on whereto pass. All was going well urtil when we got
to the IMF offices and were about to issues our |etters when we were placed under arrest.
Weended up in dl of usin the same police cdll regardiess of the age or gender. To make
the long story short of our painful orded, we got out the next day after paying 3,000
Kenyashillings board. We were to gopear in court in two weeks time for mention and

eventualy through the collaboration of our network and the support of our Sgersthe case
was dismissed.

After the court case was dismissed we sat again and tried to put some order on the
organisation. In fact we arranged for another demondiration in Kayole but we couldn’t
get apermit. We made loads of post cards, which we brought to the different Embassies
protesting againg the DEBT

We have seen some of the out come of the campaign of the DEBT cancdlaion as - the
pressure from the IMF and World Bank to the government leeders to declare their Wedlth
and there is some increased awareness on the effects of DEBT among the ordinary folk.

Networking

- We network with the AOSK
Arch Diocesan Justice and Peace
Nationa Office for Lenten Campaign
Parishes’ Schools and Colleges
Active None Violence (Chemi Chemi YaUkwdi)
Smdl Chrigian Communities
Our Congregetion through the MIIN

Way forward:
What ar e the common themes?

Globdisation with regard to Transnationas, Trade, Debt, Disconnectedness with
others and the environment, corruption and diversty of cultures.

A new Spiritudity with spedid atention on empowerment, HIV/AIDS, the suffering,
not blaming others, poverty, reconciliation, people power, diversty of cultures, our
way of looking at God and the cosmos, love and the need to belong.
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Networking with Communities. Sengtisation, awareness raisng, the need to focus,
need for identification of tools and need for cooperation with other groups on issues
eg. the debt issue.

What are the Major issues?

Poverty

Debt

HIV/AIDS

Degtruction of the earth

Refugess

Concern over Idam in Nigeria
Globdisation/Trade

Gender i.e.women and children issues
Concern over future for family unit
Reconciliaion

Drugs.

What are the causes?
Debt:

Unfair trading practices.

Interference by the OAU, UN, G8, WTO and the WEF.
Corruption.

Bad governance

HIV/AIDS

Promiscuity

Ignorance.

Living/working conditions.

Poverty.

Lack of saf-respect and f discipline.

Forced Migration.

Lifestyle and culturd practiceseg. wifeinheritance and ‘cleanang’ of women.
Mediainfluence

Interference from pharmaceutical companies.

Brainwashing.

Destruction of the Earth:

Lack of clear land ownership.
Land grabbing.
Poor land usage.
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Cutting of trees for planting cash crops.
Pollution by muilti nationds.

What are the issues, which are of priority?

World Detat asit affects the family and the environment
HIV/AIDS.

What are the tools we can use to effect change?

Networking with other lobby groups on the debt issue eg. the AOSK
(Association of Sisterhood of Kenya), Judtice and Peace Commission eg.

Our Congregation andits inditutions eg. the Mercy Internationd Judtice
Network, the Mercy Globa Concern.

Development of the Mercy chariam anew.

Devedop two-way communication links with the UN desk. (Mercy Globd
Concern)

Inter-countries conferences aswell as our parishes, minigries, loca community
groups eg. the CWA (Catholic Women Asocietion), the CMA (Catholic Men
Asodidion), familiesand friends.

Cooperation with other religious congregations and other faiths:

Using holidays and public getherings to soread the message.

Establishing communication links with the business communities and other
bodies with interest on the same issues.

Human resources available eg. people who are ready to offer hdp  on behdf of
the downtrodden e.g. lawyers, doctors e.g.

Communication sysems eg. Email, Internet, Telephones eg.

Spiritua resources.

How important is Justice work to the Congregation?

Interms of backing, it hasalat of support from the Congregation members and from the
Centra Leadership Teams. It aso receives support during congregationa meetings and
chapters.

In terms of membership however, it does not festure highly. During the congregetiond

evauation done lagt year, justice issues ranked second last. The provincia responses
from the Central Leadership Teamsrank it asa priority. Kenya, South Africaand Irdand
have personsworking full timein jugtice work. Thelevd of involvement of

congregaiond membersislow and usudly isonly in Sgning petitions

Future Requirements:

A new name: Therewas a proposal and confirmetion of anew dl-indusve name,
whichisnow MERCY JUSTICE-AFRICA.
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A logo. A logo was presented and acoegpted which is on the front cover of this
booklet. (Attached) not on the emal.

Decison on this was postponed until the completion of meeting of the chepters.
(Waiting for the new Judtice Coordinator to be named)

THE COMMUNITIES...

Wiill take actionslocdly, netiondly and globaly.

Through prayer and reflection will ACT JUSTLY, LOVE TENDERLY AND WALK
HUMBLY WITH OUR GOD.

Will present andyss on ther present redlity.

Will keep links with the contact person and office.

THE JUSTICE CONTACT PERSON IN THE COMMUNITY...

Will encourage actions locally.

Will raise avareness within communities.

Will be bringing feedback to the Justice Commission office

Will be conducting education.

Through prayer and reflections will sriveto ACT JUSTLY, LOVE TENDERLY
AND WALK HUMBLY WITH OUR GOD.

THE JUSTICE PEACE COMMISSION...

Will network with the justice offices

Will formulate Srategies

Wil filter and disseminate informetion.

Will cregte avareness in the community eg.

Will involve in labbying.

Will kegp in touch with the link persons (Educating, reporting initictives, attending
mestings locd and internationdl)

Will be evdueting Stuations (note learnings, connect with others).

Will have these with spiritudity, Sewardship eg. Pagtord and theologica reflections.

THE JUSTICE OFFICE...(Country contact person)

Will network with the link person in the teams and other organisations aswell.
Will bein the Mercy Justice Commission group.

Will work with contactsin communities

Will be aware of the justice issues and be dert to communities and network links
Will andyse issues, evauate them, reflect upon them, initiate action, and fadilitate
awareness and response.

Will receive and pass information, conduct research, raise resources and make
choices on issues of priority.

21



22

Will kegp in mind the motto of the Mercy Judtice —Africathrough prayer, reflection
and action.

Will give feedback to the team link person, community contects, the Judtice
Commisson eg.

THE LINK PERSON IN THE TEAM WILL...

Communicate message of the teem.
Re. Finances, resources, information and action.

Bein contact with the office, the commisson, the communities for support and
participation: for decisons and actions, for spiritudity — prayer and reflection.

Feedback from the 16" - 18" were read and discussed

At our locd level we take these issues and see how they fit into our chosen issues

Recommendations asto how we go forward and how best to use what we have. It was
clear that those who attended the conference for the two days were very tuned in and was
passionate about the issues raised.

The greatest contribution to the success of the conference was the presence and openness
of people who paticipated. Thiswill dso bevitd for the life and success of the
International conference

The conviction that we bring back to our communities and our willingness to work with
the issues, regardless of the future conference, isvitd asan integrd part of our Mercy
lives

A gentle goproach is part of living judtly.

A redisation that "We are aMercy core working with other loca and globa organisations
in our efforts for judtice.

We are willing to get more in touch with the spiritudity of judtice, to educate oursalves
and to saek and contribute useful information on what is avallable for thiseg.
“resurgence’...

We nead dternaive ways of thinking.
Invite others outsde our Mercy Sgtersto share experiences and actions with us.

Would we like to have representation from leedership a the international conference?

Y es, especidly thelink persons. The message needs to go back directly to our leedership
teamsto help ownership.
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Ten places dlocated to Africa, two each from Nigeria, Zambia, South Africa, the Indtitute
and Kenya. Guiddines are included to help decide on representation from those bodies

Thereis need to be aware that there are dangersinherent in expanding beyond those

whom we know. The justice movement has been infiltrated a al levels to undermine or
threaten the work for justice,

The persons who atend the Internationa Conference will truly represent their country
and will bring back the message dearly. They will be required to make connections, to
improve their knowledge and be as informed as possible on nationa and globa issues.
Use of ample, generdly accepted language isimportant. The audience needsto
communicate and receive the message. Our grestest resources are the people and the
earth, hdping, inviting people to participate and share gifts.

Our relationship with people and the earth are where we get our strength. We can only

work with what we have. We would like to have a quarterly newdetter coming from
Mercy Judtice Africathrough the African office to the different people on the ground.

Our connectedness with the earth is a centrd dement of our Soiritudity. Fences built to
promote tourism are shuitting out the local people and building fences of
disconnectedness from our nationa resources.

Our motto thereforeis“ TO ACT JUSTLY, TO LOVE TENDERLY AND TO WALK
HUMBLY WITH OUR GOD.”

How do we use our resources?

Maximize our Emalls.

Pers g in requesting telephone sarvices to be maintained.

Pass maerids from the Internet to those not connected.

Use the Mercy Judtice Africa Coordinator to disperse what is most suitable,
Maintain our offices as resource centres.

In some places the use of postage and DHL are necessary (need to be budgeted
for)

Allow our knowledge to degpen our Faith/Spiritudity.

Smple living and communicating with each other.

Clogng prayer and reflection.

EVALUATION AND CLOSURE

S. Anne said that since there was no facilitator the group itsdf had to choose from
among themsdlves and this proved to be very good. The atmosphere was relaxed,
peaceful and there was greet teamwork. There was agood balance of formdity and
informality. There was an obvious commitment to the group from dl the participants.
Invauable contribution from the secretary was good. The group was ableto carry the
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business forward without too much need for fadilitation. There wastheright balancing in
prayer. The group waswell aware & dl timeswhet the busnesswasto be.

Participation

All were adle to participate fully. Important evauation at that point was good and dl the
key people were there. The format encouraged full and active participation. Fr. Dolan’'s
input and Wangari’ s input were extremdy helpful. Such input was needed. The fact thet
a the weekend there was abigger group gave adifferent dimension to the conference. It
was impressve that o many ssterswere available. The question was raised should we
have invited lay falk.

The venue was good and many fet a home so much that they went to save the chickens.
The materids given were alearning experience. The roles were defined excdlently but

the diagram presentation was not as clear till when it was explained.
The Mercy Judtice Africa needs someone soon.
What are we taking home?

Deht asit affects the BEnvironment and the family

HIV/Aids

Globdisatior/ Transnationd cooperation and their effects

Corruption/ empowerment/ people power/God/lovel need to belong/ identity/
collaboration with other group/ new heightened awareness of HIV/AIDS

Should there be another conference?

Maybe conference is the wrong name. Y es there should be ancther conference to
review where we are at and that could be the work of the Coordinator to vist the
countries and see where the needs are. There are many channds of communicating
today s0 use them.
Country reports were excellent
Need to look a cost and time
Need to think of the format of the conference
Team eement/ do we need wider participation or people who can take back the
message home
The vaue of the conference rdaed to the whole of Mercy life -> Interconnectedness/
and need to send the spiritudity of Jugtice trying to get the justice of Sewardship/
Formation/ Community €tc.
What isthe best symboal for: -

Our Name ~Mercy Judice Africa

Our Logo ~ See the cover of the conference document

Our Motto~ To act Judly, To Lovetenderly, and To wak humbly with our God
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The best symbol to take homeis?

Itis] for | am the greatest symbadl for carrying thefire/ the seed to meke the
necessary hgppen. E.g. the box of matches has potentid energy and only wheniitis
used that we can know the energy stored init.

Need for evauation isimportant for as St. Auguding s says, “An examined life is not
worth living”

Our Culture dways used agory to teach. Remember the story of the girl who was
egten by jiggers. Make it your own. (The story was narrated to the group)

Vote of thanksto Hilary, Breege, Mary, Anne, Suzanne,

Thanks to Breege for affirming us

Thanks to Winnie for whet she has undertaken, to Juliet for the work she did on the
preparing our materia and the secretarid assstance, thanks to Therese for Judice issues
will never die while sheis here, to Kathleen and dl in the community, and dl those who
travelled to be a this conference.

Welook to the future.

Hopes for the Mercy Justice Africa Office

The person to network with others

To coordinate the country justice offices by updating them especially with correct
facts and statistics regarding Justice issues.

Animate and encourage the growth of the country justice Office

Congtantly call usin the countries to be faithfully to our Mercy Charism/
directives and to Limerick Gathering 2000

Move us forward to developing a mercy Justice spirituality out of which we will
acting facilitate/ encourage us to develop theological and pastoral reflections for
ourselves as justice people, for our regiong/provinces and communities

Funding isimportant. Connect with agencies or places that have funding
available for justice work.

Mobilise the countries/ global areasto act on multinational that cause wide
spread distractionsin our African countries

Monitor issues that could be controversial or dangerous for usas Mercy Sister’s
e.g. political issues that could endanger us.

Newddter from Mercy Africa desk to keep the momentum going among us is also
necessary
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