
What The Certification Labels Mean 

 

Label About 

Fair Trade 

Certified 

  

Fair Trade prohibits forced labor, child labor, and 

discrimination, and protects freedom of association and 

collective bargaining rights. If child labor should surface, 

remediation guidelines are in place. Certified farmers are 

guaranteed a Fair Trade floor price for their cocoa beans 

as well as a social premium. In order to use the Fair Trade 

label, 100% of the primary ingredient must be certified. 

Rainforest 

Alliance (RA) 

 

RA standards prohibit the use of forced labor, child labor, 

and discrimination. However, the protection of the right to 

organize on RA-certified farms is not a critical criteria. RA 

does not require buyers to pay a specific minimum floor 

price for cocoa beans. RA reasons that by producing 

higher quality and sustainable cocoa beans, farmers 

should be able to earn a higher price for their beans over 

time. 

UTZ  

 

UTZ certification prohibits forced labor, child labor, and 

discrimination and protects the right to organize and 

bargain collectively. In terms of pricing, UTZ states that 

premiums are paid to farmers for their certified products, 

but the price is solely based on negotiations between the 

buyers and farmers. Paying the legal minimum wage is 

required only after the first year of certification 

IMO Fair For 

Life 

 

The IMO Fair for Life guarantees that smallholder farmers 

receive fair payment and that workers enjoy good and fair 

working conditions. The Fair for Life system prevents 

forced and child labor and also includes detailed 

environmental criteria. Fair For Life certified products 

must use Fair Trade ingredients if available, and 

regardless, 50% of all ingredients must be Fair Trade in 

order for a product to bear the seal. 

Organic  

 

Organic certification does not include labor rights 

standards. The program does not address wages, prices 

to producers, or management of cooperatives. Organic 

does require that 100% of the ingredients of a product be 

certified organic in order to earn a label. Organic 

certification also includes a grievance procedure and 

whistleblower protections. 

Non-GMO 

Verified  

 

The Non-GMO project verifies that products contain no 

genetically modified ingredients through testing and an 

annual audit. Non-GMO verification does not address labor 

issues or organic production methods. 
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http://www.childlaborcocoa.org/index.php/2013-14-final-report
http://www.cocoabarometer.org/Home.html
http://fairtradeusa.org/certification
http://www.fairtradeamerica.org/
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
https://www.utz.org/what-we-offer/certification/
http://www.fairforlife.org/pmws/indexDOM.php?client_id=fairforlife&page_id=home
http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification
http://www.nongmoproject.org/product-verification/

