Ireland is failing to respond to the greatest displacement of people since World War 11

This is an unprecedented situation and it is unacceptable that the Irish Government has not
provided a clear statement of leadership, when Irish people are calling for action.

Without compassionate and courageous action and leadership, more lives will be lost, more
families will be destroyed and the bodies of more children will wash up on European shores.

Ahead of the EU Foreign Affairs Council Meeting on Monday 7th September and the
extraordinary EU Justice and Home Affairs meeting on the 14th September, we, the
undersigned organisations, are calling on the Irish Government to take the following
immediate steps:

1. Show leadership as demanded by the Irish public and be a strong voice for refugees and
migrants at a European level and advocate for safe and legal access to Europe for all those
seeking protection.

2. Recall the Dail immediately to agree a firm plan of action on how Ireland intends to
respond to the needs of refugees seeking protection in Europe ahead of the forthcoming
extraordinary EU Justice and Home Affairs meeting on the 14th September.

3. Significantly increase the numbers of people seeking protection that Ireland will
welcome. Accelerate the processes of relocation and resettlement, and expand legal channels
of migration including family reunification in Ireland and across the European Union.

4. Suspend the return mechanism in the Dublin Regulation in Ireland and call on the
European Union Member States to do the same.
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