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Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, 1840

In 1840, Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters
of Mercy, said: “Water is free beverage!”! If Catherine
McAuley lived in the flesh today, she would exert
herself and her Sisters to challenge some of the
abuses of our world today - including the abuse of
using bottled water.

Right now, people living in developing countries
often lack access to water for drinking, growing

food and practising basic hygiene and sanitation. : ™ w
Privatization by corporations and the diversion of ! 1

the world’s water supply for commercial interests fa 1 hillion beo

are exacerbated by climate change — a combination ﬂ %‘e access 10

that leaves the poor thirsty, hungry and ill. The ‘:—_ and

Sisters of Mercy work throughout the world to Catherine McAuley, ' -ﬂ-wlr lack access to

provide for the needs of the poor and marginalised, £\ \ndress of the Sisters K An—

those who suffer the most from water scarcity and ¢ Mercy: twenty years, continental rainfall is

holding steady. This means that water
will continue to get scarcer, a cause for
major global concern.

the lack of improved sanitation.

As Sisters of Mercy, we are called to
recognize the dignity of all human
beings and to protect the resources of

the earth. Indeed, we can all agree When you flush a toilet, you use

that life is impossible without water; it the same amount of water as someone

is one of the most necessary of God's  in the developing world uses all day to
15 January 19412 given resources. However, rich nations  wash, clean, cook and drink.5

are using far more than developing
nations, diverting resources and
denying some people the fundamental W .
right to water. For humanity to enjoy ater scarcity forces people to consume

contami -
its full dignity, an adequate supply of Sptrzggn;?’[\;vﬂmg?kt)en leadmg to the
clean water is indispensable. — vaterborne diseases.6

—— e than -

i Although the earth is abundant in [ {7
' water, only 2.5% of the waters on our () ne S
y _ g co .
planet are fresh water, and most of this —r
-~

is locked up in ice and snow. While from
reven i
global population is growing and the malariagnd diat?m::lseases —

. i :
consumption of water doubling every unsafe drinking water,mcg':t;%
sanitation and poor hygiene.”
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“The village

needed water,
wanted waler.”

‘I went to the village of Chiquimula,
Guatemala, in 1973. There were 153
families with no water. The daily wage
was less than a dollar a day, or the
equivalent in corn or beans. During
the rainy season, water was collected
in buckets to save the women from
going to the polluted holes to collect
it. The needs were many, but access to
clean water was the big priority.”

“Avillage water committee was
formed, and men, women and
children worked very hard to trap the
water from a natural spring six miles
away in the mountain. Mercy
motivated every movement of this
project, with the heavy work being
undertaken by the people of the
village.”

Sister Caridad, RSM

Dealing with water scarcity is not just
about thirst. Per person, we need
much more water to produce food
than we do to drink. With the world’s
population expected to rise to more
than 8 billion people by the year 2025,
we will need to be able to improve
water efficiency and increase the

amount of water available for irrigation.

The United Nations Environment
Program has a dire warning: “The
world’s thirst for water is likely to
become one of the most pressing
resource issues of the 21st century...
in some cases, water withdrawals are
so high, relative to supply, that surface
water supplies are literally shrinking
and groundwater reserves are being
depleted faster than they can be
replenished by precipitation.”®

As water scarcity intensifies,
governments around the world, under
pressure from transnational
corporations, are advocating a radical
solution - the privatisation,
commoditisation and mass diversion
of water. Privatisation of water is
virtually imposed on developing
countries by the World Bank and the
IMF, as both institutions make it a
condition for debt relief and funding
for water programmes.'0 With 5.5
billion people expected to face water

shortage or scarcity by 2025,
multinational corporations are rushing
to control the water supply,
purchasing groundwater and
distribution rights wherever they can.

According to Fortune Magazine,!
the annual profits of the water
industry in 2002 were already
substantially higher than those of the
pharmaceutical sector, close to 1 trillion
dollars. We are talking about huge
profit potential as the water crisis
worsens.12

However, the Sisters of Mercy and
others who work on behalf of poor
people have seen how treating water
like any other commodity further
decreases access. The United Nations
recognises access to water as a human
right. The November 2002 ruling of
the United Nations Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
states that access to adequate
amounts of clean water for personal
and domestic use is a fundamental
human right.13
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fundamental right to water. "
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: , e just 1 litre of bottled water.
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| I
: 1 Argentina (26 brands) Lebanon (5 brands)
| 1 Australia (55 brands)  Mexico (16 brands)
1 Target: To reduce by h If . I Bolivia (3 brands) New Zealand (22 brands)
: of the population xvit?,oslt‘;ﬂ':;?:;&: n : Brazil (74 brands) Pakistan (19 brands)
- access to safe drinking water and basic | Cambodia (1brand)  Peru (5 brands)
: sanitation. 1 (Canada (91 brands) Philippines (6 brands)
1 1 Chile (7 brands) Samoa (1 brand)
I : France (216 brands) South Africa (52 brands)
I i Guatemala (3 brands)  Uganda (2 brands)
: i Ireland (15 brands) United Kingdom (157 brands)
1 I Here’s a look at bottled water Italy (586 brands) USA (183 brands)
1 1 brands in countries where the Jamaica (2 brands) Zimbabwe (1 brand)
ll : Sisters of Mercy currently work: Kenya (18 brands)
1 |
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1. It's more expensive than gasoline.

2. Plastic bottles are bad for the environment.

3. It distracts from providing access to clean water for all. H i g s ’ j A
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: The Poor Pay More
1 Poor residents of big cities in South Asia water mean In Pakis
often have to fight for buckets of water for airl s freedom sanitati tan, a S_ChOOI ,'
! delivered via truck, a process that is time- giris I ation project with !
I consuming and expensive. “The rich end up ! separate facilitj I
Fronsu : ) " acilities f
paying just a fraction of the price to water b : or I
i their lawn than the poor do just to stay alive; i b girls helped 1
; says William Fellows, water, sanitation and I oost girls’ school l
I health adviser for UNICEF/South Asia.! 1 attendance b o I'
' The population of Nairobi, Kenya, pays five I ce y11 per ,
l ; €ent per ye
times more for one litre of water than a o= year on I
, resident of North America.>? : verage, from 1992 to ,
e s S o R N | | 1999.2 ;
Water and the Girl Child © UNICEF/HQ96-1166/Giacomo Pirozzi e ———— I
- ]
Access to water and
private sanitation
keeps girls safe

o =

' 1in 10 school-age

: African girls do not attend

I school during menstruation or

! drop out at puberty because of
; the absence of clean and private

1 sanitation facilities in schools.2>

/ 5 Y e 1 g
- i 3 ‘

et
© WHO. P. Virot

g i R



1
1
1
1
'l The imagination of the
| primeval ocean
ll Where the first forms of life
1 stirred
1
1 And emerged to dress the
'l vacant earth
1
1
1
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The courage of a river to
continue belief

In the slow fall of ground,
Always falling further

Towards the unseen ocean...

# ¥

ATR

With warm quilts of colour-...

In Praise of Water

Seldom pushing or straining
Keeping itself to itself
Everywhere all along its flow...

Let us bless the humility of
water

Always willing to take the
shape

Of whatever otherness holds
it...

The innocence of water,
Flowing forth, without thought
Of what awaits it,

The refreshment of water,

Dissolving the crystals of
thirst.

Water: voice of grief
Cry of love

In the flowing tear.
Water: vehicle and idiom

-~ Of all the inner voyaging
_That keeps us alive.

lessed be water
Our first Mother.

by John O’'Donohue



