
Paragraphs from the Final Outcome Document: The Future 
We Want from  Full Text at: 
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/thefuturewewant.html 

#1-Adopted Text on the Rio Principles  

 From the Final Outcome Document: The Future We Want 
II. Renewing political commitment 

A. Reaffirming the Rio Principles and past action plans 

15. We reaffirm all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and  
Development, including, inter alia, the principle of common but 
differentiated responsibilities, as  set out in principle 7 of the Rio 
Declaration. 
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#2-Adopted Text Addressing Equity 

From the Final Outcome Document: The Future We Want 
I. Our common vision 

4. We recognize that poverty eradication, changing unsustainable and 
promoting sustainable patterns of consumption and production and 
protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and 
social development are the overarching objectives of and essential 
requirements for sustainable development. We also reaffirm the need to 
achieve sustainable development by promoting sustained, inclusive and 
equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for all, 
reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering 
equitable social development and inclusion, and promoting integrated 
and sustainable management of natural resources and ecosystems that 
supports, inter alia, economic, social and human development while 
facilitating ecosystem conservation, regeneration and restoration and 
resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges. 



 

  Source:A/CONF.216/L.1 

# 3-Some of the Adopted Text on Human 
Rights 

From the Final Outcome Document: The Future 
We Want 

I. Our common vision 

6. We recognize that people are at the centre of sustainable development 
and in this regard we strive for a world that is just, equitable and inclusive, 
and we commit to work together to promote sustained and inclusive 
economic growth, social development and environmental protection and 
thereby to benefit all. 

7. We reaffirm that we continue to be guided by the purposes and principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations, with full respect for international law 
and its principles. 

8. We also reaffirm the importance of freedom, peace and security, respect 
for all human rights, including the right to development and the right to an 
adequate standard of living, including the right to food, the rule of law, 
gender equality, the empowerment of women and the overall commitment 
to just and democratic societies for development. 

9. We reaffirm the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, as well as other international instruments relating to human rights 
and international law. We emphasize the responsibilities of all States, in 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, to respect, protect and 
promote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction 
of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, disability or other status. 

10. We acknowledge that democracy, good governance and the rule of law, 
at the national and international levels, as well as an enabling environment, 
are essential for sustainable development, including sustained and inclusive 
economic growth, social development, environmental protection and the 
eradication of poverty and hunger. We reaffirm that to achieve our 



sustainable development goals we need institutions at all levels that are 
effective, transparent, accountable and democratic. 

II. Renewing political commitment 
B. Advancing integration, implementation and coherence: 
assessing the progress to date and the remaining gaps in the 
implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on 
sustainable development and addressing new and emerging 
challenges 

39. We recognize that planet Earth and its ecosystems are our home and 
that “Mother Earth” is a common expression in a number of countries and 
regions, and we note that some countries recognize the rights of nature in 
the context of the promotion of sustainable development. We are convinced 
that in order to achieve a just balance among the economic, social and 
environmental needs of present and future generations, it is necessary to 
promote harmony with nature. 

40. We call for holistic and integrated approaches to sustainable 
development that will guide humanity to live in harmony with nature and 
lead to efforts to restore the health and integrity of the Earth’s ecosystem. 
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#4-Adopted Text Addressing the Human Right to Water 
and Sanitation 

From the Final Outcome Document: The Future We Want 

 
V. Framework for action and follow-up  
A. Thematic areas and cross-sectoral issues 
Water and Sanitation 
 

121. We reaffirm our commitments regarding the human right to safe 
drinking water and sanitation, to be progressively realized for our 
populations with full respect for national sovereignty. We also highlight our 
commitment to the 2005- 2015 International Decade for Action, “Water for 
Life”. 
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                  #5- Adopted Text Addressing Mining 

              From the Final Outcome Document: The Future We 
  Want 

V. Framework for action and follow-up  
A. Thematic areas and cross-sectoral issues 

Mining 

227. We acknowledge that minerals and metals make a major contribution 
to the world economy and modern societies. We note that mining industries 
are important to all countries with mineral resources, in particular 
developing countries. We also note that mining offers the opportunity to 
catalyse broad-based economic development, reduce poverty and assist 
countries in meeting internationally agreed development goals, including 
the Millennium Development Goals, when managed effectively and 
properly. We acknowledge that countries have the sovereign right to 
develop their mineral resources according to their national priorities and 
responsibility regarding the exploitation of resources described in the Rio 
Principles. We further acknowledge that mining activities should maximize 
social and economic benefits, as well as effectively address negative 
environmental and social impacts. In this regard, we recognize that 
Governments need strong capacities to develop, manage and regulate their 
mining industries, in the interest of sustainable development. 

228. We recognize the importance of strong and effective legal and 
regulatory frameworks, policies and practices for the mining sector 
that deliver economic and social benefits and include effective 
safeguards that reduce social and environmental impacts, as well as 
conserve biodiversity and ecosystems, including during post- mining 
closure. We call on governments and businesses to promote the 
continuous improvement of accountability and transparency, as well 
as the effectiveness of the relevant existing mechanisms to prevent the 
illicit financial flows from mining activities. 
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Some Additional Text that Can be Drawn Upon 
Regarding Mining Abuse Prevention 



II. Renewing political commitment 
C. Engaging major groups and other stakeholders 
43. We underscore that broad public participation and access to information 
and judicial and administrative proceedings are essential to the promotion 
of sustainable development. Sustainable development requires the 
meaningful involvement and active participation of regional, national and 
subnational legislatures and judiciaries, and all major groups: women, 
children and youth, indigenous peoples, non-governmental organizations, 
local authorities, workers and trade unions, business and industry, the 
scientific and technological community, and farmers, as well as other 
stakeholders, including local communities, volunteer groups and 
foundations, migrants and families as well as older persons and persons 
with disabilities. In this regard, we agree to work more closely with the 
major groups and other stakeholders and encourage their active 
participation, as appropriate, in processes that contribute to decision-
making, planning and implementation of policies and programmes for 
sustainable development at all levels. 

49. We stress the importance of the participation of indigenous peoples in 
the achievement of sustainable development. We also recognize the 
importance of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples in the context of global, regional, national and subnational 
implementation of sustainable development strategies. 

III. Green economy in the context of sustainable development and 
poverty eradication 

58. We affirm that green economy policies in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication should: 

(a)  Be consistent with international law;  

(b)  Respect each country’s national sovereignty over their natural 
resources taking into account its national circumstances, objectives, 
responsibilities, priorities and policy space with regard to the three 
dimensions of sustainable development; 

(d) Promote sustained and inclusive economic growth, foster innovation 
and provide opportunities, benefits and empowerment for all and respect of 
all human rights; 

(j) Enhance the welfare of indigenous peoples and their communities, other 
local and traditional communities and ethnic minorities, recognizing and 
supporting their identity, culture and interests, and avoid endangering 



their cultural heritage, practices and traditional knowledge, preserving 
and respecting non-market approaches that contribute to the eradication 
of poverty; 

II. Renewing political commitment 
B. Advancing integration, implementation and coherence: 
assessing the progress to date and the remaining gaps in the 
implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on 
sustainable development and addressing new and emerging 
challenges 

38. We recognize the need for broader measures of progress to complement 
gross domestic product in order to better inform policy decisions, and in 
this regard we request the United Nations Statistical Commission, in 
consultation with relevant United Nations system entities and other relevant 
organizations, to launch a programme of work in this area building on 
existing initiatives. 

39. We recognize that planet Earth and its ecosystems are our home and 
that “Mother Earth” is a common expression in a number of countries and 
regions, and we note that some countries recognize the rights of nature in 
the context of the promotion of sustainable development. We are convinced 
that in order to achieve a just balance among the economic, social and 
environmental needs of present and future generations, it is necessary to 
promote harmony with nature. 

40. We call for holistic and integrated approaches to sustainable 
development that will guide humanity to live in harmony with nature and 
lead to efforts to restore the health and integrity of the Earth’s ecosystem. 

41. We acknowledge the natural and cultural diversity of the world and 
recognize that all cultures and civilizations can contribute to sustainable 
development. 
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#6- Adopted texts on Corporate Sustainability and 
some of the texts on the Private Sector 

From the Final Outcome Document: The Future We Want 



II. Renewing political commitment 
C. Engaging major groups and other stakeholders 
46. We acknowledge that the implementation of sustainable development 
will depend on the active engagement of both the public and the private 
sectors. We recognize that the active participation of the private sector can 
contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, including 
through the important tool of public-private partnerships. We support 
national regulatory and policy frameworks that enable business and 
industry to advance sustainable development initiatives, taking into account 
the importance of corporate social responsibility. We call on the private 
sector to engage in responsible business practices, such as those promoted 
by the United Nations Global Compact. 

47. We acknowledge the importance of corporate sustainability reporting 
and encourage companies, where appropriate, especially publicly listed and 
large companies, to consider integrating sustainability information into 
their reporting cycle. We encourage industry, interested governments and 
relevant stakeholders with the support of the United Nations system, as 
appropriate, to develop models for best practice and facilitate action for the 
integration of sustainability reporting, taking into account experiences from 
already existing frameworks and paying particular attention to the needs of 
developing countries, including for capacity- building. 
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I. Our common vision 

13. We recognize that opportunities for people to influence their lives and 
future, participate in decision-making and voice their concerns are 
fundamental for sustainable development. We underscore that 
sustainable development requires concrete and urgent action. It can 
only be achieved with a broad alliance of people, governments, civil 
society and the private sector, all working together to secure the future 
we want for present and future generations. 

II. Renewing political commitment 
C. Engaging major groups and other stakeholders 
46. We acknowledge that the implementation of sustainable development 

will depend on the active engagement of both the public and the private 
sectors. We recognize that the active participation of the private sector 
can contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, 
including through the important tool of public-private partnerships. We 
support national regulatory and policy frameworks that enable business 



and industry to advance sustainable development initiatives, taking into 
account the importance of corporate social responsibility. We call on 
the private sector to engage in responsible business practices, such as 
those promoted by the United Nations Global Compact. 

71. We encourage existing and new partnerships, including public-private 
partnerships, to mobilize public financing complemented by the private 
sector, taking into account the interests of local and indigenous 
communities when appropriate. In this regard, governments should support 
initiatives for sustainable development, including promoting the 
contribution of the private sector to support green economy policies in the 
context of sustainable development and poverty eradication. 

117. We underline the importance of timely, accurate and transparent 
information in helping to address excessive food price volatility, and in this 
regard take note of the Agricultural Market Information System hosted by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and 
urge the participating international organizations, private sector actors and 
Governments to ensure the public dissemination of timely and quality food 
market information products. 

127. We reaffirm support for the implementation of national and 
subnational policies and strategies, based on individual national 
circumstances and development aspirations, using an appropriate energy 
mix to meet developmental needs, including through increased use of 
renewable energy sources and other low-emission technologies, the more 
efficient use of energy, greater reliance on advanced energy technologies, 
including cleaner fossil fuel technologies, and the sustainable use of 
traditional energy resources. We commit to promoting sustainable modern 
energy services for all through national and subnational efforts, inter alia, 
on electrification and dissemination of sustainable cooking and heating 
solutions, including through collaborative actions to share best practices 
and adopt policies, as appropriate. We urge governments to create enabling 
environments that facilitate public and private sector investment in relevant 
and needed cleaner energy technologies. 

154. We recognize that opportunities for decent work for all and job 
creation can be generated through, inter alia, public and private investments 
in scientific and technological innovation, public works in restoring, 
regenerating and conserving natural resources and ecosystems, and social 
and community services. We are encouraged by government initiatives to 
create jobs for poor people in restoring and managing natural resources and 
ecosystems, and we encourage the private sector to contribute to decent 
work for all and job creation for both women and men, and particularly for 



young people, including through partnerships with small and medium-sized 
enterprises and cooperatives. In this regard, we acknowledge the 
importance of efforts to promote the exchange of information and 
knowledge on decent work for all and job creation, including green jobs 
initiatives and related skills, and to facilitate the integration of relevant data 
into national economic and employment policies. 

188. We stress the importance of stronger interlinkages among disaster risk 
reduction, recovery and long-term development planning, and call for more 
coordinated and comprehensive strategies that integrate disaster risk 
reduction and climate change adaptation considerations into public and 
private investment, decision-making and the planning of humanitarian and 
development actions, in order to reduce risk, increase resilience and provide 
a smoother transition between relief, recovery and development. In this 
regard, we recognize the need to integrate a gender perspective into the 
design and implementation of all phases of disaster risk management. 

189. We call for all relevant stakeholders, including Governments, 
international, regional and subregional organizations, the private sector and 
civil society, to take appropriate and effective measures, taking into account 
the three dimensions of sustainable development, including through 
strengthening coordination and cooperation to reduce exposure to risk for 
the protection of people, and infrastructure and other national assets, from 
the impact of disasters, in line with the Hyogo Framework for Action and 
any post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction. 

244. We invite donors and international organizations, including the United 
Nations system organizations, as well as the international financial 
institutions, regional banks and major groups, including the private sector, 
to integrate fully commitments and considerations on gender equality and 
the empowerment of women and to ensure the participation of women and 
effective gender mainstreaming in their decision-making and full 
programming cycle. We invite them to play a supportive role in the efforts 
of developing countries to integrate fully commitments and considerations 
on gender equality and the empowerment of women and ensure the 
participation of women and effective gender mainstreaming in their 
decision- 

268. We recognize that a dynamic, inclusive, well-functioning, socially and 
environmentally responsible private sector is a valuable instrument that can 
offer a crucial contribution to economic growth and reducing poverty and 
promoting sustainable development. In order to foster private sector 
development, we shall continue to pursue appropriate national policy and 
regulatory frameworks in a manner consistent with national laws to 



encourage public and private initiatives, including at the local level, to 
foster a dynamic and well-functioning business sector, and to facilitate 
entrepreneurship and innovation, including among women, the poor and the 
vulnerable. We will work to improve income growth and distribution, inter 
alia through raising productivity, empowering women, protecting labour 
rights, and taxation. We recognize that the appropriate role of government 
in relation to the promotion and regulation of the private sector will vary 
from country to country depending on national circumstances. 

272. We recognize the importance of strengthened national, scientific and 
technological capacities for sustainable development. This can help 
countries, especially developing countries, to develop their own 
innovative solutions, scientific research and new, environmentally 
sound technologies, with the support of the international community. 
To this end, we support building science and technology capacity, 
with both women and men as contributors and beneficiaries, including 
through collaboration among research institutions, universities, the 
private sector, governments, non-governmental organizations and 
scientists. 

 
 
VI. Means of implementation 

A. Finance 

253. We call on all countries to prioritize sustainable development in the 
allocation of resources in accordance with national priorities and needs, and 
we recognize the crucial importance of enhancing financial support from all 
sources for sustainable development for all countries, in particular 
developing countries. We recognize the importance of international, 
regional and national financial mechanisms, including those accessible to 
subnational and local authorities, to the implementation of sustainable 
development programmes, and call for their strengthening and 
implementation. New partnerships and innovative sources of financing can 
play a role in complementing sources of financing for sustainable 
development. We encourage their further exploration and use, alongside the 
traditional means of implementation. 

254. We recognize the need for significant mobilization of resources from a 
variety of sources and the effective use of financing, in order to give 
strong support to developing countries in their efforts to promote 
sustainable development, including through actions undertaken in 
accordance with the outcome of the United Nations Conference on 



Sustainable Development and for achieving sustainable development 
goals. 
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C. Capacity-building 

280. We invite all relevant agencies of the United Nations system and other 
relevant international organizations to support developing countries and, in 
particular, the least developed countries in capacity-building for developing 
resource-efficient and inclusive economies, including through: 

1. (a)  Sharing sustainable practices in various economic 
sectors;  

2. (b)  Enhancing knowledge and capacity to integrate 
disaster risk reduction and resilience into development 
plans; 

(c) Supporting North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation for the 
transition to a resource-efficient economy; 

(d) Promoting public-private partnerships. 
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