Mercy, the Principal Path

______________________________________________________

The Conference for Mercy Higher Education seeks to promote and deepen understanding of Catholic identity and Mercy charism on our 16-member campuses, with a primary focus at the level of leadership and decision-making. The Conference is currently planning to bring together the leadership of our Mercy colleges and universities for strengthening the individual colleges and universities in their Catholic and Mercy culture, and for developing the network that is Mercy higher education. Through this program, the Conference hopes to create and develop a community of persons who are consciously working and leading within the Mercy framework at our colleges and universities across the country. 
To this end, we propose Mercy, the Principal Path, a day and a half program with the intent of deepening the understanding of what it means to be a Catholic, Mercy institution of higher education in the twenty-first century. This national program, to be offered every two years, will be followed in alternating years by regional meetings across the country to discuss practical applications of the themes presented. The national meeting will therefore focus on Catholic identity within higher education, the Mercy charism as a distinct component of our colleges and universities, as well as practical applications for leaders—presidents, board chairs and vice chairs, senior leaders. The regional meetings will seek to encourage thinking and conversation centered on the practical applications, making this program both knowledge-based and skills-based.
The schedule for the first national meeting is proposed as follows:

Avon Old Farms Hotel
279 Avon Mountain Road

Avon, CT 06001

Day One (Tuesday, June 5, 2012)
Begin with a welcome luncheon/Official Welcome from the Institute Leadership of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
3:00 PM

Keynote 
Professor Terrence Tilley, Fordham University





The Catholic Tradition in Higher Education

5:30


Reception

6:30


Dinner
 (Possible presentation of CMHE medal and Frances Warde  


Award)

8:00


Facilitated Conversations
Day Two (Wednesday, June 6, 2011)
7:00 – 8:00 AM
Breakfast

8:00


Morning Prayer

8:30


Second Speaker 
Professor Margaret Farley, RSM,









 Yale University






Issues relevant to Catholic, Mercy colleges 






and universities 

9:45


Facilitated Conversation and Coffee Break (led by Presidents)

10:30


Third Speaker (Dr. Rosemarie Nassif, Senior Consultant, US 






Department of Education)






Issues relevant to private, faith-based 






colleges and universities within the Obama 






administration’s higher education agenda

11:45


Facilitated Conversation (led by Presidents)
12:30


Wrap-up (reports on conversations)




Closing Commissioning Ceremony and Lunch

Mid-Afternoon Departure (2:00 PM)
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