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How it all began




Congregational Chapter 1994
Mission Directive 5

“We commit ourselves to
continually search out and create together
new ways of being
life-giving Mercy communities

IN Mission.”



Rather than inviting

lay people to associate with the sisters,

and to consider making a commitment to

The Mercy Congregation,
e were drawn to a more

where small groups of sisters and lay people
committed themselves to

mutual bonding, support and outreach.



A

is the coming together of
compassionate people from

different walks of life who,

with Sisters of Mercy,

wish to live the gospel according to the



Who may become
a Member of the

Circle of Mercv?



orcan identify with the

rit of Catherine
d who are willing to
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What does

Membership

Entail?



A programme of reqular
meetings
that will epmlle members
through
COMPASSIONATE SERVICE



Key Elements




An identification with Catherine McAuley and a
merciful way of being

A desire to link with other compassionate people In
various walks of life

An opportunity to participate in existing and/or new
Mercy ministries

Participation in initial Programme of Preparation
and on-going programmes of formation together



Regular attendance at meetings and /or reflection
days

Sharing of group leadership

Networking of local circles at
Provincial/Congregational level



Starter Kit

Invitation Brochures

Outline for local information evening

List of themes for Preparation Programme



C!RGLE OF MERCV

oA

‘ Northern Province

PREDARATION PROGRAMME

List of Contents

. Welcome to the Circle of Mercy
. Core Group
. Identity Statement
. Application Form
. Format for Meetings
. Recommended Resources
. Themes for Programme
9. Commuiment Card




he Preparation Programme,
which MUST be completed
by EVERYONE

consists of eleven themes

Eight of these
MUST be completed




On completion of the
Preparation Programme,
(or 8 themes),

A PERIOD OF DISCERNMENT

be undertaken by






Cat
Cat
Cat
Cat
Cat
Cat
Cat
Cat

nerine the Religious
nerine’s Call
nerine’s Humanity

nerine’s Concern for Those in Need
nerine’s Trust in Providence

nerine the Enabler

nerine’s Generosity and Hospitality

nerine woman of Scripture (Quaker Influence)




atherine said

“I never wanted to become a nun. I onky wanted to serve
the poor, because that seemed to be what God was asking
of me.”

accomplishment of God's designs, some of which tf we had
a chotce in the matter, would not be according to our
wigws, but which sventually turn out to be the most
conductve to the work_of the Almighty.”

Whatever way God takes to carry out the work, we should
with cheerfulness and holy joy do the part allotted us,
giving God glory by our faith and confidence.

We can never say it i enough!

Catherine s Prayer

0O God, I consecrate to you my will,
that it may be conformable to you in all things -
What should T desire or will
but the will of my Lord and God?
O dear Jesus, may your will be done in me.
Let self-will reign no longer in me ...
Behold me now entirely at your disposal.

My Prayer:
1 ask God for the gift of “letting go” of my own
will - even in the smallest way -

Refrechmente
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GATHERING & GREETING

THEME:  CATHERINE THE LAY WOMAN

ripsurs:

Give justice fo the weak and orphaned.
Maintain the nght of the affTicied and the
desfifute . Ps82:3

| woman who dared to be different

Catherme MeAunley was fifty-three vears of age when she bacame a
religious and only did so m  order to regulanse the work she had
done all her hife as a lay woman Tmst m God, and her natural
talents, made Catherine her own woman and a staunch lay leader at
a time when female 1mrolvement in any area was deeply resented.
She =at about bringmg mereiful rehief to people craving for spiritaal
and material help, for justice, knowledgze and love. The house she
built on Baggot Street was at once “a hostel, a sheltered workshop
and emplovment burean’ - big inmovations for that era. Her vision
attracted other lay women who joined in the zood work. The
original intention being that of ‘a society of pious secular ladies
whe would devote themselves to the relief of suffering and the
mstruction of the ignorant. They would retain Iiberty to leave when
they were no longer inclined to render such service.” It was as a lay
woman that Catherine set ouwt for France to leam appropriate
teaching methods for her school. As lav women she and her sarly
companions sought visiting pmvileges at Sir Patrick Dhmn's
hospatal, to comdfort the sick and dymg, at a time when a Catholic
priest was rarely zranted entrance.

Thinking abous is:

1

Have there been any sitnations in my life where I “dared to
be different’?

Whao are the people in my parish/neighbourhood whe
need help today, and who perhaps only I can serve?

Talking abous it:  Voluntary Sharing

Empotverityg

Catherine was quick to recognise the potentizl of the women
of Iraland for bringing abowt chanpe m an umust socisty.
She beheved that, No work of charity can be more
producine af good fo sociely, or more conducive to the
happiness of the poor than the careful mstruction of women .

Since the poor women she come m contact with had httle or
no talent for home management, and even less m the area of
‘ransferable and marketable sklls o wse for emplovment.’
Catherine bagan fo teach them domestic skills and nesdle
work., Eventually she opened a shop as an outlet for their
products.

Thinking abous is:

1

-

What have I to contribute to the empowerment of
women in my locality?

How might I make my talents available to others?

Talking abous it:  Volunsary Sharing



First Commitment

‘mal ceremony where —

> new member reads aloud the Commitment

resented with the Circle of Mercy emblem.



Form of

Commitment



1g come to know Catherine McAuley as a woman who responded to
- call to reach out in compassion to those around her, especially those
d, [ wish to day to answer God’s call to me to discover
aveal the loving kindness of God in all the circumstances of my life.

> to do this in relationship with other compassionate people, from
Is walks of life, who desire to live the Gospel in the spirit of Catherine
ourage and complete trust in God.

>fore commit myself, for one year, as a member of the ‘Circle of

A | o

pt that its core values are prayer, mutual support and compassionate
e.

re to become more aware of these values in my personal life, and as a
yer of the ‘Circle of Mercy;

he God of all Mercy bless us; and may Catherine the first Sister of
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After

Initial Commitment
what next?



> second and subseqguent years are not as formal

the first year.

> basic format remains the same but the focus

fts from Catherine to ourselves:

W has God been merciful to me?’

ce our last meeting.

ward planning:



help for leading meetings, each member is given
oklet containing the Guidelines and an extensive

e of suitable readings for meetings, including

oy texts from O.T. and N.T and
lations from Catherine under the headings of:

er, Mutual Support, and Compassionate Service.



Statistics




17 Circles

130
memberlso5




Laytown
Mt. Bolus
Navan
NV
Rochfort-

bridge

Warrenpo
int

rencet

Northern Province



Each Circle has a
CONTACT PERSON

Representatives from each Circle
are invited to a meeting

at least once a year



Core Group

Bonnie Brennan RSM - Athboy Barry Davey - Derry

Christina Ferris - Laytown Chris Hegarty RSM - Doire

Una Lawless - Warrenpoint Marie McDonough - Laytown

Catherine McEvoy - Laurencetown Joe McGrath - Navan

Mary O’Connor RSM — Mount Bolus

Assumpta Wallace RSM - Laytown




For practical reasons, neighbouring
Circles come together in Clusters for
Commitment Ceremonies and other

events throughout the year.

We have 5 Clusters



Once every three years

we come together as a
full group for our
Commitment / Re-



Each Core Group Member

is responsible for a

cluster of Circles



What next?




Our dream is that the Circle of
Mercy will be a reality in each
area where there is a Mercy
community, so that the
charism of Catherine McAuley
will continue when there may

no longer be a



/e continue to promote the
Circle of Mercy by

Offering to deliver talks
) the various communities




ard for the Canonisation of
ley have organised a Symposium

' to know Catherine McAuley'. The responders are

. in the lontas Centre, (1) our own Bonnie Brennan RSM, #hla
 Saturday 25th April 2008. (2) Aine Barrins from Western

ffers from a Lecture or a Debate Province and (3) Mary English, a

is divided into Sessions principal teacher from Kildare. Anne Reid, who we all

ving a Main Speaker and a know from Baggot Street will give the opening

. address and Elizabeth Manning , Leader of the
i a Symposium to get to know . . . )
ley? ‘Western Province will keep everything running

know a lot Why do we need a smoothly.

and some of us Sympusium? If you haven’t already booked your
= can always place, then please do so a.s.a.p.
nore and , while we patiently It will be a day to remember -

LE, we can spread the word and to hear and share thoughts on Catherine, meet old
\R DEVOTIOM. friends from across the Emerald Isle and further and
rs and the Circle of Mercy? hopefully, further the Canonisation Cause.

rome along, provided they have How proud Catherine will be to see Sisters and Lay
orwarded the booking farm. peaple joining tagether to talk about her legacy to us
akers? all.

1g bit!! Our main speakers are

iM from USA and Caitlin Looking forward to meeting you all there!

Director of Mercy International.

veak on their given topic for Maore information an the forthcoming Symposium
opics have been taken from the and booking forms can be downloaded from htp:/f

L 2 . g - - & d i
iy Raie ram CLT, drme Reid (dszocimel Dolorer Magee rom (Gt Brivain Federarion,) Exhal Bignell (24I4)
e of Margy), Anlish O Brien rsm Congrapational Commumications, dme Hrmon rmm (Fioe-Pasmimer, Fr. Ciaran &' Carrall

(Nostherss Provisce)
?e&'zmz.y 200 Jsaue 5

e fleuley Bose

{with the permission of the truslees of the Sisters of Mescy, North Sydney |

on the st September 2005, (the 17 50f aoversary of Cathering
thetr trafning wirh the Eresoorim Sitas i Georpes HULL sach
provinge in Ireland war gifted with a
Catherine fMcluley Bose Bush.
T Fpse Busk wiar in the iupination of ST fospling Mary, a
ourse at Moder Misericonding tn Noreh Sydney NET
mmulﬂaﬁmm{w&m{&m{m
Ginger snap x Srandy by Sunsprite, tfis clster type, remonzant,
bt rose Ras doubie, weakly fragrane, yelonw flowers. It was
evaluated together with Friesia and Shiming Hiur ot NVaorrowins,
e South Tinkes, Australia

Want 10 Join Us?
part of a Circle and feel you wonld fiRe to start a group tn your area,

ome more information, please contact us at circleofmercy@yahoo. com.
15 @ lot of mterest around the Provincs, and we would love to coms and talk to you -

News [pom e Core Group

In Movember 2008, the Core Group met in Layiown for 3 erainstorming session’

The Circle of Mercy is now ten years ofd and we felt it was fime o re-visit the original concepd and makes changes,
if neceszary. At the previous Representative’s Meeting, alﬁdﬁmmiedmlunkatﬂte Preparation
Pragramme and forward their thoughts o the Core Group We met
fior & full day and alhough it was an intensive day's waork, itwas a
very worthwhile experience. Updated copies of the Guidelines elo
will e issued to each Circle in due course.




2010 is the 10t

anniversary of the
commencement of the
15t Preparation
Programme of the Circle
of Mercy in the



[o celebrate this, we are
holding our
Commitment ceremony

inGrglebtlapeakenviBi
Septemher 2010



We would be
delighted if

you could
|
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