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H  it ll bHow it all began





Rather than invitingg

lay people to associate with the sisters, 

and to consider making a commitment to

The Mercy Congregation,
e were drawn to a more collaborative modele were drawn to a more collaborative model,

where small groups of sisters and lay peopleg p y p p

committed themselves to

mutual bonding, support and outreach.



A ‘Circle of Mercy’ A Circle of Mercy  

is the coming together of is the coming together of 

compassionate people from compassionate people from 

different walks of life whodifferent walks of life who,

with Sisters of Mercy  with Sisters of Mercy, 

wish to live the gospel according to the wish to live the gospel according to the 



Wh   b  Who may become 

a  Member of the  

Circle of  Mercy?



hristian men and hristian men and 
omen o can identify with the omen o can identify with the 
rit of Catherinerit of Catherine

nd who are willing to nd who are willing to 
ngage with others  continuing the work 

d fi di    f 
ngage with others  continuing the work 
hi h h  b  nd finding new ways of hich she began 



What doesWhat does

Membership p

E l?Entail?



A programme of regular A programme of regular 
meetings meetings 

that will enable members PRAYERthat will enable members 
through

PRAYER

MUTUAL SUPPORTthroughMUTUAL SUPPORT

COMPASSIONATE SERVICECOMPASSIONATE SERVICE

o use their gifts creatively 



Key Elementsy



A sense of being called by GodA sense of being called by God

An identification with Catherine McAuley and a y
merciful way of being

A desire to link with other compassionate people in 
various walks of life

An opportunity to participate in existing and/or new 
Mercy ministriesMercy ministries

Participation in initial Programme of PreparationParticipation in initial Programme of Preparation 
and on-going programmes of formation together



Regular attendance at meetings and /or reflection 
days

Sharing of group leadership

Formal, ritualized commitment to the Circle of 
MercyMercy

N t ki f l l i l tNetworking of local circles at 
Provincial/Congregational level

0 Built in process for annual evaluation



Starter KitStarter Kit

Invitation Brochures

Preparation ProgrammePreparation Programme

O tli f l l i f ti iOutline for local information evening

List of themes for Preparation Programme





The Preparation Programme, 

hi h MUST b l t dwhich MUST be completed 

by EVERYONEby EVERYONE 

consists of eleven themes.

Eight of these

consists of  eleven  themes.

Eight of these 

MUST be completed p

prior to Initial Commitment



On completion of the 

P ti PPreparation Programme, 

(or 8 themes)(or 8 themes), 

A PERIOD OF DISCERNMENTA PERIOD OF DISCERNMENT 

MUST

be undertaken by 

EVERYONE.



ThemesThemes



Catherine the Laywomany
Catherine the Religious
C th i ’  C llCatherine’s Call
Catherine’s Humanity
Catherine’s Concern for Those in Need
Catherine’s Trust in ProvidenceCatherine’s Trust in Providence
Catherine the Enabler
Catherine’s Generosity and Hospitality
Catherine woman of Scripture (Quaker Influence)Catherine woman of Scripture (Quaker Influence)
Catherine’s Acceptance of the Cross







First Commitment

rmal ceremony where –

e new member reads aloud the Commitmente new member reads aloud the Commitment

ns and dates the Commitment Card,

presented with the Circle of Mercy emblem.



Form of 
CommitmentCommitment



ng come to know Catherine McAuley as a woman who responded to 
s call to reach out in compassion to those around her especially thoses call to reach out in compassion to those around her, especially those 
ed, I ……………. wish to day to answer God’s call to me to discover 
eveal the  loving kindness of God in all the circumstances of my life.

e to do this in relationship with other compassionate people, from 
us walks of life, who desire to live the Gospel in the spirit of Catherine 
courage and complete trust in God.

efore commit myself, for one year, as a member of the  ‘Circle of y , y ,
y’ in ……………………..
ept that its core values are prayer, mutual support and compassionate 
ce.ce. 
re to become more aware of these values in my personal life, and as a 
ber of the ‘Circle of Mercy;

he God of all Mercy bless us; and may Catherine the first Sister of 
y accompany us and inspire us as we commit ourselves to



After 
Initial CommitmentInitial Commitment

what next?what next?



e second and subsequent years are not as formal q y

the first year.

e basic format remains the same but the focus 

ft f C th i t lfts from Catherine to ourselves:

w has God been merciful to me?’w has God been merciful to me?

w have I been merciful to others?’ 

ce our last meeting.

ward planning: 



 help for leading meetings, each member is given p g g , g

oklet containing the Guidelines and an extensive 

e of suitable readings for meetings, including 

t t f O T d N T dcy texts from O.T. and N.T and 

tations from Catherine under the headings of:tations from Catherine under the headings of: 

yer, Mutual Support, and Compassionate Service.

Core Group also have several resources –

ks/cds etc - which are available for Circles to buy.



Statistics



17 Circles17 Circles
130 

bmembers25 105 25 105 
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Each Circle has a 

CONTACT PERSONCONTACT PERSON

Representatives from each CircleRepresentatives from each Circle 

are invited to a meeting 

at least once a year



Core Group 
Bonnie Brennan RSM - Athboy Barry  Davey - Derry

Core Group 

Chris Hegarty RSM – Doire Christina Ferris - Laytown

Una Lawless - Warrenpoint Marie McDonough - Laytown

Joe McGrath - NavanCatherine McEvoy ‐ Laurencetown

Mary O’Connor RSM – Mount Bolus

Assumpta Wallace RSM - Laytown



For practical reasons, neighbouring 

Circles come together in Clusters forCircles come together in Clusters for 

Commitment Ceremonies and otherCommitment Ceremonies and other 

events throughout the year. g y

We have 5 Clusters



Once every three years Once every three years 
we come together as a we come together as a 

full group for our full group for our 
Commitment / Re-Commitment / Re

C it t C



Each Core Group Member Each Core Group Member 

is responsible for a 

cluster of Circlescluster of Circles



Wh  ?What next?



Our dream is that the Circle of 
M  ll b   l   h Mercy will be a reality in each 
area here there is a Merc  area where there is a Mercy 

community  so that the community, so that the 
charism of Catherine McAuleyc a s o  Cat e e c u ey
will continue when there may y

no longer be a 



We continue to promote the We continue to promote the 
Circle of Mercy byCircle of Mercy by

Offering to deliver talks 
n the various communities

ublishing and delivering 





2010 is the 10th2010 is the 10th

anniversary of the anniversary of the 
commencement of the commencement of the 

1st Preparation 1 Preparation 
Programme of the Circle Programme of the Circle 

of Mercy in the of Mercy in the 
N th  P i  



To celebrate this, we are ,
holding our holding our 

Commitment ceremony Commitment ceremony 
in Castleblayney on 18th0  t k  ill in Castleblayney on 18

September 2010
0ur guest speaker will 

b  September 2010be 



W  ld b  We would be 
delighted if delighted if 
you couldyou could

join us!



Th k Y !Thank You!


