MESSAGE FROM
POPE FRANCIS

‘The human environment and the natural environment
deteriorate together; we cannot adequately combat
environmental degradation unless we attend to causes
related to human and social degradation... For example,
the depletion of fishing reserves especially hurts small
fishing communities without the means to replace those
resources; water pollution particularly affects the poor who
cannot buy bottled water; and rises in the sea level mainly
affect impoverished coastal populations who have
nowhere else to go. The impact of present imbalances is
also seen in the premature death of many of the poor, in
conflicts sparked by the shortage of resources, and in any
number of other problems which are insufficiently

represented on global agendas.’
Pope Francis, Laudato Si #48
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